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PO Box 56022 
Vancouver BC 
V5L 4V0 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
*Montly General Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (except July, August and 
December) 
**We are continuing to hold virtual meetings until it is safe for us all to 
meet face to face again. 
 

September 23 at 6:00pm 
• 6 pm - President’s welcome & general information/announcements; individual 

orchid show and tell presentations 
• Guest speaker:  Wayne Riggs will be presenting on his Greenhouse Setup and 

some of the plants he grows. 
**it is best to sign into the meeting a few mintues before the 6 pm start. 
 
To join the virtual meetings you need to Download Cisco Webex to your computer, 
mobile phone or tablet using the following link: 

https://sway.office.com/8ehU91FwudnshLQr 

Please take some time to look through this guide and locate the sections relevant to the device you will 
be installing it on. 

During the presentation, we will be disabling video from web cameras and muting microphones for 
viewers to facilitate the talk. 

NOTE:  If you are having a problem downloading the app please contact Gabrielle at  
ggcarson@gmail.com   on Saturday the 19th of September after 1pm. If you are 
unsure how to join the meeting Andrew will be sending a link the day before the 
meeting. 

• After Wayne’s presentation we will try to answer any questions viewers have asked in the 
meeting chat, provided there are no difficulties that arise. 

• Once questions are over, we will end the meeting, and this will automatically close the meeting 
for everyone still present. 
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If you would like to ask a question during the presentation, please use the raise hand feature and we 
will unmute you at the end so you can ask your question. Alternatively, you may send a chat message 
with just ‘Q’ as the text, to ‘everyone’ in the meeting chat. Please use a headset or earphones with a 
microphone, so you can be heard clearly.  

To learn more about how to use Cisco Webex’s interface (raise hand and meeting chat), please watch 
this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FCiXqFD1O4   
 
If you've already installed Cisco Webex, you can join the meeting by one of the following ways: 

1. Use this link: https://meetingsamer7.webex.com/meet/vosexecutive/ 
2. Open the Cisco Webex program and enter this meeting number 620 994 756 in the Enter 

meeting information field, under Join a Meeting 
 
Next scheduled virtual meeting date: 

• October 28 – details to be announced 
 
**Culture Classes are on hold until futher notice 
 

**AOS Judging - The Western Canada Judging Center (WCJC) meetings for 
September and October are cancelled. 
 
President’s Message 
 
Hello all Orchid Lovers 
 
Since we want all members to stay safe throughout this pandemic, we will be holding Virtual meetings 
until it is safe to gather again at VanDusen. VanDusen has canceled all bookings for the rest of the year.  
 
We will continue to hold meetings virtually starting on the 23rd of September. We have chosen to 
continue using Cisco Webex. For those who used Cisco Webex at our last virtual meeting you may have 
to update. For those who have not used this app and if you have not managed to install the Cisco 
Webex yet please do so. If you are having a problem downloading the app please contact Gabrielle at 
ggcarson@gmail.com on Saturday the 19th of September after 1pm. If you are unsure how to join the 
meeting Andrew will be sending a link the day before the meeting. 
 
We plan to start at 6pm for greetings and an orchid display show and tell (taking the place of our 
show table). If you have orchids you wish to share with the others, please prepare a short 
presentation, showing your orchids and how you grow them. Please send an email to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FCiXqFD1O4
https://meetingsamer7.webex.com/meet/vosexecutive/
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ewnash@live.ca, if you wish to join the presentation group, so we can organize the time and 
presentation order. Thank you.  Looking forward to seeing you all again. 
 
Join us and please stay safe 
Evelyn Nash 
 
 

Minutes of Online Meeting June 24, 2020 6:30 PM 
In attendance: Andrew Wong (Cisco Webex host); Evelyn Nash, president; Maureen Burke, treasurer; 
Margaret Prat, presenter; 34 attendees online. 
 
Welcome at 6:30 PM from online host, Andrew Wong, and a few minutes dealing with some attendees’ 
technical problems. 
 
President’s address: 
Evelyn Nash greeted all attendees and thanked Andrew Wong for his expertise and leadership in 
setting up and administering the Cisco Webex system. 
 
There will be no virtual monthly meetings or Culture Class in July or August. Check website for info on 
September resumption of meetings. All meeting will remain virtual until further notice as VanDusen 
still not allowing in-person events as of this writing. 
 
Ecuagenera taking orders for orchids. Contact:  
Daniel Kwok (dkwok3580@gmail.com) or 
Wayne Riggs (wayne.riggs66@gmail.com) 
for more info on ordering. 
 
Margaret Prat is holding an open house at her garden and greenhouse on Sunday, July 25 10-4 PM / 
3382 W. 29th Ave. 
5 people per 30 minutes will be allowed in. Link for signup will be sent. You can also e-mail reservation 
(margprat@gmail.com) 
Margaret and Wayne will be selling orchids.  
 
Any photo or article you wish to share with club members can be sent to Conor Preston, Secretary 
(vos_secretary@outlook.com). 
 
VOS What’s App group is a platform for anyone who wants to share photos and join orchid-culture 
discussion. Question raised of why we have two What’s App groups. Daniel to look into merging the 
two groups. Daniel Kwok introduced. 
 

mailto:wayne.riggs66@gmail.com
mailto:margprat@gmail.com
mailto:vos_secretary@outlook.com
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Daniel Kwok presentation: 
Daniel presented in-the-round views of his cuthbertsonii x glomerata dendrobium grown in a pine 
knot. He gave information on cultural history of pine knot as a vessel for orchid presentation. 
Daniel also introduced idea of a show table time slot for discussion of presented plants other than 
winners and opportunities for more open houses. 
 
Treasurer’s year-end report: 
Maureen thanked Eric Nilson and Judy Buttress for ongoing help with information as she gained 
experience in the treasurer position. Also, thanks to previous members who invested in GICs some 
years ago.  A mature GIC allowed club to remain solvent when annual show was cancelled due to 
Covid-19 pandemic and club received none of anticipated revenue. 
Treasurer went over line items in revenue, expenses, assets and liabilities categories.  In summary for 
2020: 
 
Show revenues     $-     40 
General revenues            $   6140 
Expenses      $ 12022 
Loss       $-  5881 
Assets                                                 $ 28270 
Liabilities                                             $   1491 
Net assets                                           $ 26779 
Net  loss                                              $  5881  
 
Question from the ‘floor’: why are storage costs so high? President replied that costs are high in all 
suppliers researched. We continue to look for cheaper storage.  
Report moved accepted by Jennifer Pell, seconded by Daniel Kwok. None opposed. Accepted.  
Full report is attached as a PDF – Editor’s note – this is not attached to this newsletter 
 
Presentation: Margaret Prat on Terrestrial Orchids of the Pacific Northwest. 
Purpose of the presentation is specifically to survey and describe successful growing of terrestrial 
orchids in Vancouver’s climate and weather. 
 
Margaret thanked Wendy Rathray / Wayne Riggs / Calvin Wong / Richard Pearson/ for their expertise. 
Also recommended is book Growing Hardy Orchids by John Tullock and publication Lady Slippers in 
Lanark County, Ontario. Recommended grower-gardenslippers.com (Shawn Hills, Calgary) 
 
Presentation described necessary growing conditions for a range of genera, illustrated by a variety of 
photos.  
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Genera discussed included Bletilla, Calanthes, Dactylorhiza, Epipactis gigantea, Cypripedium (various 
species) 
 
Full presentation available on VOS Facebook page 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

GAME ON 
 

 
 
Evelyn and Maureen managing the move to the new storage locker. Time 
for a little soapbox derby shenanigans. 
 
Editor: Great to see you having fun! 
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VOS Member Photos 
**Until we get back to regular meetings at VanDusen the Newsletter, 
WhatsApp, Instagram and Facebook will serve as our ‘meeting show tables’ 

 
Carla & Bill Bischoff 

 
Cyp. Regina – Growing in their lovely 
garden.  June 2020 

 
Christensonia vietnamica 

 

 
Carla & Bill Bischoff 

 
Dactylorhyza foliosa 
 

 
Dendrobium dichaeoides 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7 
 

Carla and Bill Bischoff 

 
Neofineta falcata 
 

 
Renanthera monachica 
 

 
Carla & Bill Bischoff 

 
Neostylis Lou Sneary - Lea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melanie Gallacher 

 
Dendrochilum magnum 
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Yolanda Breck 

 
Coelogyne massangeana 
 
Yolanda Breck 

 
Stanhopea grandiflora 
 

 
Yolanda Breck 

 
Masdevallia Golden Tiger ‘Samer’ 
 

 
Stanhopea grandiflora 
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Richard Pearson 

 
Calanthe cardioglossa 
 
 
 

Lycaste John Ezzy x Lycaste skinneri 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Richard Pearson 

 
Dend. delicatum ‘Madam’ 
 

 
Vanda Paiki suavis x cristata 
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Ainslie Blanchett 

 
Hwra. Lava Burst ‘Puanani.’  Grown on 
North facing windowsill.  Purchased from 
Forestview Gardens in March 2020 
 
Vivien Cheung-Lee 

 
Schoenorchis fragrans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Vivien Cheung-Lee 

 
P. Princess Kaiulani x Samera f. coerulea 
 

 
Phal. Lioulin ‘Preppy Lip’ 
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Margaret Prat 

 
C. leopoldii 
 
 
 

 
Disa uniflora 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Margaret Prat 

 
C. mossiae x Bc. Richard Mueller 
 
 
 

 
Dendrobium Aridang blue 
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Michael Wong 

 
Dendrobium – No ID 
 

 
Neofinetia falcata 

Peter Zhao 

 
Pot. Petit Patty ‘Lucky’ 

 
Onc. Sharry Baby 
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Peter Zhao 

 
C. labiata 
 
Gabrielle Carson 

 
Ctsm. tigrinum 'SVO' x Ctsm. kleberianum 
'SVO' 

Gabrielle Carson 

 
Pelantantheria ctenoglossum 
 

 
Thrixspermum leucarachne 

 
Paraphalaenopsis labukensis x 
Seidenfadenia mitrata 
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Eugene Banziger 

 
Cytorchis arcuata 
 
 
 

 
V. prapavan gold 
 
 

Eugene Banziger 
 

 
LC. Waxy Jairak 
 

 
Epi. hugomedina 
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Eugnene Banziger 

 
C. phaidinae 
 
Marilyn Lew 

 
Epi. hugomedina 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Marilyn Lew 

 
Cym. floribundum 
 

 
Stanhopea wardii 
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Lori Barrington 

 
Mediocalcar decoratum – small plant from 
Roak & Peter in 2013 – now in 12inch dish 
 
 
 

 
Paphiopedilum Fanaticum – long lasting 
 
 
 

 
 
Lori Barrington 

 
Masdevallia caudata - blooms when put 
outside for the summer 
 

 
Paph. spicerianum – bifloral on this 
flowering! 
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Wayne Riggs 

 
V. Greeting black 
 
Thank you to all who sent these 
lovely photos to share.  There 
are some unique/unusual plants 
this time. 
 
I look forward to receiving more 
photos for future newsletters.  
Please send to my personal 
email address:  
wayne.riggs66@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Wayne Riggs 
 
 

 
Slc. Jungle Jewel ‘Mojave’ AM/AOS x 
Slc. Beau’s Apricot Gem ‘Orange Kiss’ 
 
 

 
Dend. Enobi Purple ‘Little Plum’ 
 

 

mailto:wayne.riggs66@gmail.com
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Some personal comments and tips for fall orchid care: 
 
Yes, it that time of year once again – fall is fast approaching and brings with it the need to prepare our 
orchids for the cooler, rainy months ahead.  As our days get shorter and the temperatures start to 
decrease the growth on many orchids will slow down and some cases cease.  It is best to repot most 
orchids during periods of active growth – fall is not an ideal time to do so, but if you have a plant that is 
suffering it is best to repot rather than wait.  As fall progresses the decrease in day/night temperatures 
will often initiate flower development.  Many orchids including standard cymbidiums, phalaenopsis, 
cattleyas, some paphs, phrags and many other hybrids will flower in the next few months – watch for 
developing flower spikes (inflorescences) and stake as appropriate.  As many of you know cool growing 
cymbidiums and kingianum-type dendrobiums need to be exposed to prolonged cool temperatures to 
set buds.  I typically leave these plants outside in a bright area protected from wind and rain until well 
into November – be prepared to move them inside earlier, however if frost is forecast!  It is a good idea 
to know where your plant grows in its native setting and be aware of the specific culture requirements 
for a given genera.  For example, does it need a seasonal dry period; does it grow in a cool almost 
continually wet area and so on.  Shorter fall days and restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic 
may well provide us more time to study the specific cultural requirements of our plants to get them to 
grow and flower optimally.  Asking for tips from fellow orchid growers who seem to excel with certain 
genera while you struggle is also a good way to enhance your knowledge (e.g., the WhatsApp forum). 
 
If you have had some of your orchids outside for a ‘summer holiday’ it is a good idea to get your inside 
growing area tidied and cleaned to welcome your plants back inside.  Consider using soapy water or 
chlorine bleach diluted 1:10, or if you have it, Physan, to remove algae and potentially kill 
bacteria/viruses on your growing surfaces.  Also, if your growing area is being heated be sure to check 
that your heaters are in good condition and working.  Be sure to check all plants to ensure they will not 
be bringing in any unwanted bugs/slugs with them to your growing area.  I personally spray all my 
orchids that have been outside for the summer with insecticidal soap before bringing them back into 
my growing areas.  If you are using light stands or supplementing your growing area with light, ensure 
that all light sources/fixtures are working well. 
 
Fertilizing and when to start/stop are always an area of controversy.  Further, does one switch to a 
lower nitrogen content as day length drops and the need for watering typically decreases?  Personally, 
I continue to fertilize with a balanced fertilizer formula or slightly higher nitrogen content year-round 
at ¼ strength each time I water – note I do flush with plain water every 3 – 4 th time.  I have found this 
results in better overall growth and more flowers.  The exception to this is for nobile-type 
dendrobiums which I stop fertilizing (and decrease watering significantly) from late September until 
buds are clearly developing. 
 
No doubt you have your own secrets to success - continue always to do what works well for you and do 
not hesitate to share your tips for success with others. 
 
Happy growing! 
Wayne 
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Some good sources for orchid culture include: 
 

Canadian Orchid Congress (COC) 
The COC website contains a variety of information on orchid activities in Canada as well 
as culture notes, pest management and importing orchids.  Visit the COC website to 
learn more: 
 
https://canadianorchidcongress.ca/ 
 
 
The American Orchid Society website also provides a good 
information on orchid growing and care, upcoming events, and 
webinars – visit their website to learn more: 
https://www.aos.org/ 
 
 
Executive and Board of Directors 
 
President – Evelyn Nash  
1st Vice President – Barbara Cable 
2nd Vice President – Ingrid Pike 
Treasurer – Maureen Burke and Erik Nilsen (Co-
Treasurers) 
Secretary – Conor Preston 
Directors: 

- Eugene Banziger 
- Gabrielle Carson 
- Giulia Comin 
- Grant Rampton 
- Keith Willet 
- Andrew Wong 

 

Contributions of photos or articles to 
the newsletter are welcome. 
 
Send to Wayne Riggs: 
wayne.riggs66@gmail.com 
 
The submission deadline is the 10th of 
each month.  Items received after this 
date will appear in the next 
newsletter. 
 

 

https://canadianorchidcongress.ca/
https://www.aos.org/
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Social Media: 

Instagram - VOS member Conor Preston has established an Instagram account to 
generate public interest in growing orchids.  Please visit:  
https://www.instagram.com/vancouverorchidsociety/ 
If you would like to post photos of your flowering orchids, please get in touch with 
Conor at:  conorpreston88@gmail.com 
 
WhatsApp – VOS chatroom - Daniel Kwok has established Chatrooms for VOS members 
to post photos of their orchids, ask questions about plant health or growing tips.  It is a 
great forum to learn from others and to share your plant photos and growing 
conditions. 
 
We would like to encourage new VOS members, and current members who have not 
joined the VOS chatroom, to get in touch with Daniel at: dkwok3580@gmail.com  (Tel: 
604 805-3866) to be added. 
 
Facebook-You can also follow us on 
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/VancouverOrchidSociety/ 
 
Facebook/Instagram - Photos of your orchids needed 
Photos of your flowering orchids (and very basic information on growing conditions) are 
needed for the VOS Facebook Page and Instagram.  This is a great way to promote our 
love of orchids to other growers and the public.  Send your photos to Jennifer 
Pell/Conor Preston at:  VOS_secretary@outlook.com 
 

https://www.instagram.com/vancouverorchidsociety/
mailto:conorpreston88@gmail.com
mailto:dkwok3580@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/VancouverOrchidSociety/
mailto:VOS_secretary@outlook.com

