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*Montly General Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (except July, August and
December)

**Given ongoing restrictions on group meetings due to COVID-19 we will be
holding virual meetings until we can gather together again at VanDusen.
**Special thanks to Andrew Wong for all his efforts to find a suitable
platform for us to participate online. We encourage you to participate so
that you can be informed about important year end information and future
plans.
May 27 at 6:30 pm
• Welcome & general information

• Guest speaker: Jennifer Fabre a longtime member of the VOS will be presenting:

“Orchid Travels with Jennifer - Adventures & Misadventures”
Please click on the following link to join the virtual meeting:
https://meetingsamer7.webex.com/meet/vosexecutive/

NOTE: If you would like more information or assistance to join the virtual meeting on
May 27 Andrew will be holding a technical help session on Sunday 24th May from 3pm5pm. VOS Members who would like help over the phone that day should book a time
with Andrew using this link: https://calendly.com/andrewzywong/webex-help so that he
share his time equally with VOS members. If there are no time slots available, please
email Andrew at andrewzywong@hotmail.com and he will try and find more time.

Next scheduled virtual meeting dates:
• June 24
September 23
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*Culture Classes are on hold until futher notice
*AOS Judging - The Western Canada Judging Center (WCJC) meetings are
also on hold until further notice

President’s Message

Days are getting warmer and plant growth rate will soon be at its highest. Spring and
summer bring us the best quality light of the year. Some caution should be given during
the hottest time of the day for odontoglossums and masdevallias, in that, one should
watch for too much direct sun or heat. Air circulation becomes vitally important to
reduce the chance of the leaves’ surfaces becoming over heated. Watch as well for low
humidity levels. Gradually increase watering and fertilizing. Fast growing flowering
stems can be caught under foliage and become deformed or break; these can be easily
missed if not closely watched.
With the warmer days comes the temptation to resume our normal activities. With the
situation we are all currently in, keeping in touch may be a little different for us. We are
currently working on a way for all to join in on virtual meetings. In the meantime,
everyone can appreciate the joy in showing your flowering orchids. You are welcome to
post your pictures on WhatsApp and to our Website, our Facebook page or our
Instagram sites by emailing: vos_secretary@outlook.com
To join our WhatsApp groups email Daniel Kwok at: dkwok3580@gmail.com
I hope to see your beautiful orchids posted. Stay healthy and safe. I hope to see you all
soon.
Evelyn Nash
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AOS - Western Canada Judging Center Photos
*At the AOS Western Canada Judging Center’s show judging at the Victoria Orchid
Society Show on February 29, 2020, the following AOS awards were granted:

Exhibitor: Diana Rowles
Phragmipedium Andean Fire ‘Joelle's Smile’
CCM/AOS 83pts
(Phragmipedium besseae x Phragmipedium
lindleyanum

Judges in attendance:
David Edgley
Poul Hansen
Ben Rostron
Abu Salleh
Deborah Ward
Calvin Wong
Ingrid Ostrander (Senior)
John Taylor (Associate)
Lloyd Gilmore (Student)
Sasha Kubicek (Student)

Photographers:
Judith Higham
Ed Higham

Show Trophy ‘Hey Rick, I miss you!’ ST/AOS
84pts
Exhibitor: Bryan Emery & Leda Bower
3

VOS Member Photos

**Until we get back to regular meetings at VanDusen the Newsletter,
WhatsApp, Instagram and Facebook will serve as our ‘meeting show table’
Gregory

Gabrielle

Dendrobium scabrilingue
Neil

Paphiopedilum esquirolei
It is a cold grower and was grown in an
aquarium on the balcony left there for
the entire winter, with only enough heat
to maintain the temperature above 2C.
grown in LECA

Paph birkii (callosum). First bloom
seedling.
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Vivien

Vivien

Phal. cornu-cervi v flava ‘peloric’
Grown in bark mix under lights

Phal NOID. ‘This one has a special place in
my heart as it is a keiki and blooming for
the first time. Grown in moss and under
lights’
Daniel

Daniel

C. Cheuck Sun ' New Kid' HCC/AOS
Phalaenopsis japonica
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Eugene

Eugene

Prag. Incan Treasure
Den. thyrsiflorum

Laelia sincorana
Phrag. Geralda
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Wayne

Wayne

Blc. Greenwich ‘Elmhurst’ AM/AOS
Flowers are 15 cm (6 inches) across.
Sweet lemony fragrance
Ingrid

Den. Stardust ‘Fire Bird’
Has been in bloom for more than 6 weeks
Cecilia

Rth Shinfong Little Sun ‘Youngmin
Golden Boy’

C. Penny Kuroda ‘Spots’ x L. tenebrosa
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Thank you to those who sent me photos to share with our general
membership. Not all VOS members belong to WhatsApp or follow other
Social media, so the Newsletter provides them with the opportunity to see
your lovely flowers. Please send me 2 or 3 photos over the next month as
your orchids come into flower so I can put them in the June Newsletter.
Send to my personal email: wayne.riggs66@gmail.com

The American Orchid Society provides a wealth of information on
orchid growing and care. Click on the following link to learn about orchid

care for Cattleya, Phalaenopsis and Paphiopedilum for the months of May
and June:

http://www.aos.org/orchids/seasonal-orchid-care/may-june-checklist.aspx

How do I feed my orchid?

Many experienced growers fertilize most of their orchids year-round
following the principle of ‘weakly, weekly.’
Most orchids need to be fed on a regular basis. A balanced fertilizer such as
20-20-20 which includes trace elements is commonly recommended. There
are many brands available and each grower has their favorite, whichever you
choose it should contain little or no urea. In general, orchids will fare better
with too little fertilizer rather than too much. In the VOS group we have
several growers who recommend the ‘weakly, weekly’ approach using 1/4
strength fertilizer each time they water. This seems to work much better
than using a full dose once a month. Dry roots can be damaged by the
application of fertilizers, so it is best to water first and then apply the
fertilizer solution.
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Ordering orchids

The COVID-19 Pandemic has brought much change to our daily lives – for us
orchid nuts it means we have not had access to shows to buy some new
plants for our collections – or to be more honest to feed our addiction! The
following local nurseries have a good offering of new and unusual orchids,
other plants and supplies. All offer shipping, and some may be able to
arrange for pick up. Like many businesses who are struggling they could use
our business. I have included the web link for each where you will find plant
lists, contact and shipping information.
Forestview Gardens – Agassiz, BC
https://www.fvgardens.com/
• Local shipping available
Paramount Orchids – Parksville, BC
http://www.paramountorchids.com/
• Local shipping available
Tropical Gardens Orchids – Richmond, BC
https://www.tgorchids.com/
• Local shipping and pick up available
____________________________________________________________
Social Media:
Instagram - VOS member Conor Preston has established an Instagram account to
generate public interest in growing orchids. Please visit:
https://www.instagram.com/vancouverorchidsociety/
If you would like to post photos of your flowering orchids, please get in touch with
Conor at: conorpreston88@gmail.com

WhatsApp – VOS chatroom - Daniel Kwok has established Chatrooms for VOS members
to post photos of their orchids, ask questions about plant health or growing tips. It is a
great forum to learn from others and to share your plant photos and growing
conditions.
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We would like to encourage new VOS members, and current members who have not
joined the VOS chatroom, to get in touch with Daniel at: dkwok3580@gmail.com (Tel:
604 805-3866) to be added.
Facebook-You can also follow us on
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/VancouverOrchidSociety/
Facebook/Instagram - Photos of your orchids needed
Photos of your flowering orchids (and very basic information on growing conditions) are
needed for the VOS Facebook Page and Instagram. This is a great way to promote our
love of orchids to other growers and the public. Send your photos to Jennifer
Pell/Conor Preston at: VOS_secretary@outlook.com
Executive and Board of Directors
President – Evelyn Nash
1st Vice President – Barbara Cable
2nd Vice President – Ingrid Pike
Treasurer – Maureen Burke and Erik Nilsen (CoTreasurers)
Secretary – Conor Preston
Directors:
- Eugene Banziger
- Gabrielle Carson
- Giulia Comin
- Grant Rampton
- Keith Willet
- Andrew Wong

Contributions of photos or articles to
the newsletter are welcome.
Send to Wayne Riggs:
wayne.riggs66@gmail.com
The submission deadline is the 10th of
each month. Items received after this
date will appear in the next
newsletter.

Many are feeling the effects of social isolation as several restrictions to
keep us safe remain in place. Take time to call a friend or neighbor or send
a text or email just to say hello – it can make a big difference to one’s day.
Keep safe everyone. While many public meeting places are closed there is
still the great outdoors to enjoy.
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