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*Montly General Meetings – held the 4th Wednesday
of each month (except July, August and December)

*We will continue to hold virtual Meetings &
Culture Classes for the foreseeable future.
You need to instal Cisco Webex on your
computer, tablet or mobile phone to
participate in our virtual meetings and culture
classes.
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*Join a meeting/class in one of the following ways:
Click on this link: https://vancouverorchidsociety.my.webex.com/meet/vosexecutive
or, open the Cisco Webex program and enter this meeting number 142 001 4949 in the
Enter meeting information field, under Join a Meeting.
*******************************************************************************************

Culture Class – Tuesday, Februay 9 – at 6:30 pm
Daniel Kwok will present a class on orchid growing in his Orchidarium
Monthly Meeting Wednesday, February 24 at 6:00pm

President’s welcome & general information/announcements
Speaker – Alan Koch (Gold Country Orchids) – “Cattleya’s 365, 24/7”

**************************************************************
Next Culture Class – Tuesday, April 13 – at 6:30 pm
Jennifer Fabre will present a class on “Tips and Tricks I’ve learned by trial and error’
Next Monthly Meeting – Wednesday, March 24 – at 6:00 pm
**AOS Judging - The Western Canada Judging Center (WCJC) meetings are cancelled
until further notice**
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President’s Message
It has been a long time since we have been able to see each other and share growing tips, however our
virtual culture class is still a great place for sharing. One big advantage for culture classes is our longtime members are very knowledgeable. The Culture Class on Tuesday, February 9th is “My
Orchidarium” presented by Daniel Kwok. As many of you know, Daniel often shares his beautiful
orchids on WhatsApp. For those who have not joined our WhatsApp group contact Daniel (see end of
the newsletter for information on how to join). Posts on WhatsApp reflect the many successful
growers we have in our society.
The April Culture Class on Tuesday, April 13 th is “Tips and Tricks I’ve learned by trial and error”
presented by Jennifer Fabre. You can always count on Jennifer to give a very interesting class. We are
looking forward to having you join in.
Special thanks to all our members for sharing their photos and ideas. Also, I would like to send out a
special thanks to the Victoria Orchid Society for inviting us to join their monthly meeting featuring Bill
Thomas’ talk on Bulbophyllums.
Here is an invitation to all Orchid lovers to join us for Alan Koch's talk titled 'Cattleya’s 365, 24/7. Gain
the knowledge on how to build a collection that will flower all year long and how to grow them. Learn
the species that have been used by hybridizers for years to control bloom time. "His talk is adapted to
our climate! We are using Cisco Webex and if you have not downloaded it yet, now is a good time to
do so. We start at 6:00 pm to iron out bugs and at 6:30 pm we have a show and tell. This is the time for
sharing. Please contact ewnash@live.ca or VOS_SECRETARY@OUTLOOK.COM so we can organize the
sharing order.
Thanks to all who donated to our raffle table. We have a mini auction to raffle off donations after our
speakers talk. Anyone who would like to donate to our raffle table please send pictures to
ewnash@live.ca.
Looking forward to having you join us. For now, we need to share virtually, so thank you all for your
patience and support.
Take care.
Evelyn Nash
************************************************************************************

Minutes of virtual Meeting of the Vancouver Orchid Society - January 27, 2021

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Evelyn Nash, President of the Society.
There were thirty-nine registrants for the virtual meeting including guests from Victoria, Washington
State, and the Sunshine coast.
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The convenor for this Zoom meeting was Andrew Wong. As pre-arranged some members participated
in a virtual show table:
Daniel Kwok showed and discussed Ornithidium sophronitis and Cymbidium goerengii.
Eugene Banziger showed a Paph., a cattleya hybrid and an Angraecum sesquipedale
Jennifer Pell showed a Den. Nobile, a Paph., Rhyncholaeliocattleya Hsinying Dream “Violet
Queen”, another Paph., a Prosthechea and an SLC hybrid.
Andrew Wong presented the much-anticipated Guest Speaker: Mr. Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley
Orchids in Vista, California. Fred has been growing orchids for 42 years and has been passionately
hybridizing for 38 of those years. With over 34 years as a professional grower and manager in the
horticultural industry, Fred has applied these skills in his orchid nursery: Sunset Valley Orchids in Vista
near San Diego, California.
Fred’s pioneering work in Catasetum intergeneric hybrids led to the development of several notable
hybrids, most recently the grex, Fredclarkeara After Dark, which produced “the blackest flower ever
witnessed”. This grex has received over 100 awards worldwide with nine FCC’s and thirty AM’s from
the AOS judges.
He is an Accredited Judge in the Pacific South Judging Region. His plants have received hundreds of
quality awards from the American Orchid Society.
Mr. Clarke spoke to us on Zoom from a location in his nursery in California. The topic of his talk was:
Becoming an 80 Percentile Grower
This engaging talk was about four main items to keep in mind when growing orchids:
Watering practices, light, temperature, proper repotting. Fred went back to basics and described the
natural life cycle of an epiphytic orchid on the side of a tree – where its ancestors have been growing
for fifteen to twenty million years. He discussed how we as growers should try and mimic this
environment when trying to coax our plants to bloom, paying attention to the time of year which
should dictate light, watering and feeding.
We were enlightened about the potting mixes he uses according to plant and POT size. Fred
emphasized the correct time to repot for most of our plants is indicated by new root size.
After his presentation Fred continued with photos of some of his cultivars and other extraordinary
orchids at his nursery.
Following this Fred answered some questions from 3 to 4 members of the society.
At the end of his talk Fred was warmly thanked by Evelyn Nash, our President, and Wayne Riggs,
Eugene Banziger and Jennifer Pell.
The regular meeting of the Society then proceeded with announcements from Evelyn:
• The speaker at the February meeting of the VOS will be Alan Koch, Gold Country Orchids and
his topic will be Cattleyas 365 and 24/7.
• The March speaker is to be announced
• The April speaker will be David Sorokowsky from Paph Paradise
Evelyn then announced that there would be a Raffle Table run much along the lines of our raffle at the
last November meeting. The event tonight was hosted by Andrew Wong.
There were then more announcements from Evelyn:
• Orders from Gold Country Orchids and Paph Paradise have to be submitted by January 31 to
meet all CITES timelines. Details of this order can be accessed via Wayne Riggs email to
members January 16.
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Ten Shin will once again arrange a shipment to Canada towards the end of March. Cut-off for
the order will be March 10. Daniel Kwok will be the coordinator. He will try to circulate a price
list before February 1.
• Ching Hua will be arranging a shipment to Canada between March and April. Daniel will have
more details shortly.
• Equagenera is also having a sale. Eugene Banziger has negotiated a 15% discount on the listed
cost of the plants. The order cut-off is February 15. Late orders will not have the discount.
Send your order to Eugene : eugene.banziger@gmail.com
Evelyn then asked for the Treasurer’s Report from Maureen Burke.
Maureen reported we still have a
• Term deposit which will mature is a few months. Jennifer Pell inquired what the future will be
for these funds. It was decided that the Executive should discuss this matter as we are still in
the Covid pandemic and unable to generate funds through shows and we may need these funds
to stay solvent.
• It was decided that we could not vote to accept this report as still under Covid protocol.
Maureen was thanked for her work.
Evelyn made the following announcements:
• Culture class will be held virtually February 9 at 6:30 PM by cisco webex 1420014949
Daniel Kwok will present and engage his audience with “My Orchidarium”
• The March culture class is TBA
• The April culture class will be led by Jennifer Fabre and the topic will be “Tips and Tricks I’ve
learned by Trial and Error”.
•

Evelyn then opened the meeting to comments from the group:
• Ingrid, in reply to query re membership, announced that new membership cards are being
printed and they will be mailed to paid-up members shortly.
• Jennifer Pell mentioned that our Society is actually saving money by engaging speakers on-line
for an honorarium of $200 instead of having them appear live with attendant transportation
and room and board costs included with the same honorarium.
• Evelyn then declared the meeting over and thanked Andrew Wong for his diligent hosting of
the meeting. The next virtual meeting will be on February 24,2021 via cisco webex meeting
number 1420014949
Secretary: Collis Wilson for Conor Preston

Witch Hazel and Snow Drops – Early signs of Spring
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A natural way to control slugs – Margaret Prat:
For the grower struggling with gastropods that eat your
flowers (or flower buds): Trying to catch snails/slugs once
introduced in your growing area seems like an uphill battle.
As a greenhouse grower, I was tired of seeing a long-awaited
flower bud eaten by a midnight marauder, and I endeavored
to see whether the suggestion of using crushed eggshells on
the medium would work (their soft bodies cannot travel over
the sharp edges). Lo and behold, up to now I have been
successful in enjoying all my blooms. So, when I am using
eggs in the kitchen, I rinse the shells, let them dry, save them
in a container, and then crush them to a fairly coarse mix. I
sprinkle on the medium liberally - does not look pretty, but
neither does a half-eaten flower! My neighbour confirms
that she uses the same trick to prevent snails and slugs from
eating her tender dahlia plants in the garden. Side benefit some calcium might leach from the shell, providing nutrition
for the orchids.

Thank you, Margaret, for sharing this very useful information.

**********************************************************************************

Exchanging and selling plants during quarantine – submitted by Giulia Comin

We have had some feedback that members are looking for a way to sell or trade their excess orchid
divisions as we are unable to hold our in-person meetings. Here are a few ways you can do this:
1. Donate your plants to the VOS plant auction at monthly meetings. To do this, email the name and
photos of the plant (and a picture of the flower too, if possible) to vosexecutive@gmail.com and it will
be added to the auction list to be announced during the meeting. The proceeds will go to the society
and after the meeting buyers will be invoiced for the amount and provided with contact info for the
plant donor so they can arrange pick-up individually.
2. Use our WhatsApp chatroom to let other members know that you have a plant to trade/sell. Anyone
interested can reach out to you.
3. Some of our members have used Facebook groups for selling and trading orchids. These are a few
that seem to be active:
Canadian Orchid Buy Sell and Trade
https://www.facebook.com/groups/893079304126458
Canadian Orchid Marketplace
https://www.facebook.com/groups/303639020522350/
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Results from the VOS Online Survey

Thank you to all our members who responded to the VOS survey sent out last month! We received
some fantastic feedback on what you would like to see from our speakers and culture classes in the
future. There were also some great suggestions on improvements to our virtual meetings, which we
are going to start trying to address in the upcoming months. In the meantime, here are some fun
statistics about our society that we got from the survey!
Editor: Thank you to Gabrielle Carson, Jennifer Pell and Giulia Comin who developed the questions
and Andrew Wong for designing and administering the survey.
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VOS Member Photos – Thank you for contributing to our
virtual show table!
Bill Price

Margaret Prat

C. Walkeriana var. coerulea (scented)

Margaret Prat

C. Richard Mueller x C. Mossiae

Slc. Hazel Boyd ‘Sunset’

Den. Elegant Starlight x Yondi ‘Tina Goliath’
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Richard Pearson

Richard Pearson

An assortment of Australian Dendrobiums

Den. speciosum ‘Moonlight Purple’

(in a large shallow pot with a slab of Styrofoam on the
bottom – potted in Orchiata Classic – larger bark may be
better. Did not bloom when in a deep pot. Lithotype
dendrobiums appear to like shallow pots. Perhaps
because they grow on the surface of rocks in nature.)

This photo contains: Lycaste hybrids – raised
from flask.
Epiden. Melanoporphyreum
Cyrtochilum myanthum

Den. Elegant Starlight x Den. Yondi ‘Tina Goliath’
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Arlene Arnold
Neil Yates

Coel. Mossiae Unchained Melody - fragrant

Catasetum pileatum ‘Oro Verde’ – first bloom
seedling; growing under HID light. Was purchased
at the VOS Christmas Auction several years ago.

Neil Yates

Slc. Love Fresh ‘Peter’ x Lc. Dennis Olivas ‘The
Best’ – grown under HID light.
Clowesetum Diane Drisch – first bloom seedling
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Jennifer Fabre

Jennifer Fabre

Paph. Quantum Light var. alba
Paph. micranthum var. eburneum

Paph. venustum var. alba – took 5 years to bloom

Angr. dollii
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Jim Poole
Jim Poole

Lyc. skinneri

Slc. Coastal Sunrise

Barkeria
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Evelyn Nash

Elizabeth Markus

Wilsonara Pacific Panache

Wayne Riggs
Slc. Jiara Goldmine Splendor

Elizabeth Markus

Ctt. Candy Ball x C. cernua

This is a true mini – 10 cm tall.
Flower is 2 cm.

Zygoneria Adelaide Meadows – grown semi-hyrdro
under full spectrum LED light.

Coel. Unchained Melody
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Marilyn Lew

Marilyn Lew

Blc. Sierra Blanca x C. schilleriana
Lc. Mari’s Song

Coel. Unchained Melody

Lc. George Ball
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Vivien Chung
Vivien Chung

Phal. Yu Pin Burgundy
Phal. amboinensis (scented)

Slc. Hsin Buu Lady 'Red Beaty'
Bc. Morning Glory 'Valentine Kiss’
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Daniel Kwok
Daniel Kwok

Cym. goeringii subsp tortisepalum var. lianpan ‘Bi
Long Yu Su’

Ornithidium sophronitis

Mediocalcar decoaratum
Slc Beau's Apricot Gem 'SVO Little Giant' x Slc.
Chili Chester ‘Peter’s’
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Lori Barrington
Lori Barrington

Paph. Michael Koopowitz (philippinense x
sanderanium)

Phal. Zuma's Pixie Pearl

Paph. venustum
Dendrochilum wenzelii

18

Eugene Banziger

Eugene Banziger

Lc. George S. Ball
Angr. sesquipedale

Den. speciosum

Blc. Jitra Toshi Aoki x Lc. Lisa Ann – Mount Hood
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Don Bednarczyk

Lc. Bonanza Queen 'Panamint' AMAOS

Don Bednarczyk

C. Cristina Mendonza

Wayne Riggs

Den. speciosum

Phrag. Allison Strohm

L. anceps
C. Isabelle Stone – true mini catt. – plant and
flowers 10 cm
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Jennifer Pell

Den. Yasuko Sugiyama ‘Parade’

Jennifer Pell

Paph. Provocation x Lippespot

Rlc. Hsinying Dream ‘VioletQueen’ AM/AOS

Prosthechea vitellina
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Yolanda Breck

Yolanda Breck

Phrag. Amitabha Besseae 'Near Fire'
C. Hawaiian Splash 'Lea'

Chysis violacea
Bc. Morning Glory 'Valentine Kiss'
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Melanie Gallacher

Melanie Gallacher

Den. Mini Snowflake - clusters of white flowers.
Re-flowers several years on old canes
Den. kingianum variegate – very fragrant

Den. Nora Tokunaga

Den. Wave King Akebonoa AM/AOS

Thank you everyone for sharing these photos of your orchids for
others to enjoy. Great color and variety.
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Executive and Board of Directors
President – Evelyn Nash
1st Vice President – Barbara Cable
2nd Vice President – Ingrid Pike
Treasurer – Maureen Burke and Erik Nilsen (CoTreasurers)
Secretary – Conor Preston
Directors:
- Eugene Banziger
- Gabrielle Carson
- Giulia Comin
- Grant Rampton
- Keith Willet
- Andrew Wong

NOTE: Contributions of photos or articles
to the newsletter are welcome. If you
wish to write a short culture note or pass
along some ‘secret’ growing tips that you
find makes your orchids thrive and bloom
well, please email to me so I can include in
a future newsletter.
Send to Wayne Riggs:
wayne.riggs66@gmail.com
The submission deadline is the 8th of each
month. Items received after this date will
appear in the next newsletter.

Social Media:

Instagram - VOS member Conor Preston has established an Instagram account to
generate public interest in growing orchids. Please visit:
https://www.instagram.com/vancouverorchidsociety/
If you would like to post photos of your flowering orchids, please get in touch with
Conor at: conorpreston88@gmail.com
WhatsApp – VOS chatroom - Daniel Kwok has established Chatrooms for VOS members
to post photos of their orchids, ask questions about plant health or growing tips. It is a
great forum to learn from others and to share your plant photos and growing
conditions.
We would like to encourage new VOS members, and current members who have not
joined the VOS chatroom, to get in touch with Daniel at: dkwok3580@gmail.com (Tel:
604 805-3866) to be added.
Facebook-You can also follow us on
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/VancouverOrchidSociety/
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Facebook/Instagram - Photos of your orchids needed
Photos of your flowering orchids (and basic information on growing conditions) are
needed for the VOS Facebook Page and Instagram. This is a great way to promote our
love of orchids to other growers and the public. Send your photos to Jennifer
Pell/Conor Preston at: VOS_secretary@outlook.com
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