Orchiflora
Announcements:
Speaker Series:
March 26th, 2014: Calvin Wong: Cypripediums
April 23rd, 2014: Inge and Peter Poot: Stanhopeas and Coryanthes
May 28th, 2014: Mario Ferussi: Masdevallias and Draculas
Culture class, held in the Cedar room, VanDusen Gardens from 6:30 to 8: 30
pm, all orchid related questions welcome
April 14, (Monday) 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm , Cedar Room, Van Dusen Gardens,
5251 Oak street: Forum on Paphiopedilums. Bring your expertise or your
questions. We are open to any questions about any orchids, of course. Come
join this lively group and learn how to grow orchids. All levels of expertise
welcome - we all began as beginners, at some time.
May 12: Topic to be determined - give your suggestions!
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Monthly General Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (except July, August
& December) at Van Dusen Floral Hall
Doors Open 6:30pm, Meeting starts at
7:30pm
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Upcoming shows:
Vancouver Orchid Society Show March 22-23, preview night Friday March
31, reserve your ticket ($12) by emailing margprat@gmail.com
Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society Show, April 12-13, Nanaimo North
Town Centre, 4750 Rutherford Road, Nanaimo, B.C.
Show Notes:
We need your blooming orchids!
We will need your orchids for our VOS display. Grant Rampton will kindly
coordinate our display, and it would be nice if he had an idea of how many
plants are going to be available. So drop him a line at <rampton@telus.net>
to let him know how many you might be bringing. Of course, you can also
show up on set up day we would rather have
more, than less, orchids!
Please note that Margaret Prat will be bringing
over the VOS display for
the CVIOS show on Thursday April 10, so again we
need those precious orchids!
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Please loan us your orchids for our display!!
We know that the public enjoys seeing lots of orchids at our show, and for this to happen, VOS members
have to contribute their blooming plants. Yes, this requires some preparations, but what would a show be
without plants? Even if you are working on the Friday morning of set up (March 21), if you are willing to drop
off your plant to myself (margprat@gmail.com), I will make sure that it gets to the display table. However,
the grooming of the plant needs to be done by the owner. Please wash the leaves if they are particularly
dirty, check for bugs (don’t bring to the show if there are any - they transfer easily in close proximity to the
other orchids), and stake if needed. Make sure that your name is written down somewhere where the judging team cannot see your name, but if it left behind, we can locate you. Also, water your plant deeply if it
needs it - the room will likely be warmer than your usual growing area, If you have a decorative pot, then this
is useful for the display team. Last, but not least, fill out a plant entry form (available on our website ->annual show-- >plant entry form) where you identify yourself, with address and email address. You will be
given an exhibitor number at the registration desk on Friday morning. You need to know the name of your
plant (yes, you can put down ‘Phalaenopsis’ unknown hybrid), and in which category it will be judged. The
classification we use is the one adopted for all the West Coast societies, and it is available at our website,
again under annual show --> Flower classes. If you are unsure about what class # to give it, then ask someone
on Friday morning at the registration desk. Remember that sometime, as the orchid can be judged under two
categories, i.e. a Pink Phalaenopsis that is grown exclusively in a windowsill can be entered under Pink
Phalaenopsis and Windowsill growing. The three most underutilized categories are: Grown exclusively under
artificial light, Grown exclusively in a Windowsill and Grown mounted. There is a Best in class for all these 3
categories, so if your orchid qualifies, make sure you enter it appropriately.

Bulbophelum lobbii

Best of luck in getting a ribbon, and keep those orchids coming!

Volume 4, Issue 6

ORCHIFLORA

Page 3

Message From The President:
Dear Orchidophiles,
If you are reading this, you probably like orchids. I am writing this after spending much time at the Victoria
Orchid Show, both setting up our Vancouver Orchid Display with Anna Kanz, and judging the orchids at the
show (ribbon and AOS judging). Always rewarding to spend time among so many beautiful flowers.
I want to thank the members who loaned their orchids (Melanie Gallacher, Don Harquail, Hazel Stewart, Linda MacArthur and Daniel Kwok), since no display happens without orchids. In total there were 36 orchids,
with an almost equal number of ribbons, and two AOS nominations. A warm thank you to Anna Kanz, who
bravely got up at 4 am in North Vancouver, so we could catch the 7 am ferry from Tswawassen. The Victoria
Orchid Society has moved to a 3 day orchid show just like the VOS. The new location proved very popular
with its free parking, and we mainland people managed to catch the 5 pm ferry with a 4 pm show close down
on Sunday!
Which brings us to our own show. So very soon! Remember to promote our show at every opportunity: giving out dollar off coupons, putting up posters, emailing friends who have shown an interest in orchids, with
the dollar off coupon attached (available on our website). I saw that many Victoria Orchid Society members
had placed the show poster on an appropriate window of their car, creating mobile advertising. For anyone
who missed the poster handout, I still have many at my home.
Please remember that Preview party is open to non VOS members, but tickets must be reserved ($12 each,
contact me at margprat@gmail.com) as this is a Private party. There will be snacks available, plus desserts.
We are expecting the award ceremony to start around 7:30 pm, and to have the sales area open afterwards.
I want to thank all the VOS members who have renewed - we now have a sense of our numbers. If you have
not renewed and are attending the show, please consider rejoining us.
Which brings me to another matter: our library books. It would seem that members sign out books, but don’t
bring them back. Please remember that books are due one month after being signed out. It would be best if
members could check their personal library for any VOS books that have not been returned, and save us the
trouble of phoning to try to retrieve the book. Remember, we are all volunteers, and volunteer time is involved in this. As well, books remain expensive, and the Society has to cover the costs.
Another serious matter remains on the horizon: our new Executive. Remember that anyone can self nominate for any position, although the President, according to our Constitution, must have fulfilled a position on
the Executive at some time. Our nominations committee is Marina Lok ( <mlok2000@gmail.com>)and Selene
Shen (<seleneshen@gmail.com>). We are urgently in need of a President, and a treasurer, two very important positions on the Executive.
In the hope that we will see all of you (and your friends) at the show,
I remain
Orchidly yours,
Margaret Prat
President

Laclia purpurata
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Executive/Board of Directors
President : Margaret Prat
1st VP: Calvin Wong
2nd VP: Ryan Young
Secretary: Barbara Cable
Treasurer: Eric Nilsen
Past President: Koichi Nakatani
Director 1 : Jennifer Fabre
Director 2 : Keith Willett
Director 3 : Ray Sword
Director 4 : Patrick Milligen
Volunteer/Committees
Bloedel Committee: Radina Jevdevic
Membership Committee: Patrick Milligen
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Schedule for the Show weekend
Friday March 21
8:30 - 10:00 am: Set up crew gets display and sales tables
ready; curtaining is set up by Rowe Events
10:00am - 2:30 pm: Set up of displays, and vendors prepare
their sales tables. Bring in your orchids at this time for VOS
display. REGISTRATION OF PLANTS MUST BE COMPLETE BY 1
PM - so that our hard working registration team can prepare
for the ribbon judging
2:30pm - 6 pm: Ribbon judging, and photography of award
winners
7pm: doors open for Preview party ticket purchase
7:30 pm: Preview party, followed by Awards ceremony, followed by opening of sales area
10:00 pm: Sales close; please note that the bar area will
close earlier (around 9 pm)

Prize Draws: Margaret Elvidge
Kitchen: Marilyn Lew & Maureen Burke

Saturday March 22

Library: Shohreh Alimoradi

9:00 am - 5:00 pm: Show open to the public - if you are volunteering for an early shift, please arrive earlier than 9 am so
we are ready to open promptly

COC/AOS Rep: vacant

12:00-1pm: AOS Judges' luncheon

Web Master: Gideon Singer

1pm-5 pm: AOS judging

BCCoGC Rep: Bill & Carla Bischoff

Mailing Address:
PO BOX 42025, Marpole PRO,

Sunday March 23

Vancouver, BC, V6P 6S6

10:00 am - 4 pm: Show open to the public

Newsletter: Holly Martin

4pm - Show tear down

Please send your contributions to:
neesabelle@hotmail.com
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Members’ Showcase:
Jim Poole

Jim Poole, a Vancouver Orchid Society member who is based in Salmon Arm, BC,
submitted the above photo of his beautiful blooming Angreacum Sesquipadale.

If any member has photos of their plants that they would like to submit for the Members’ Showcase in our newsletter, please email them, along with the plant name and any
culture details or plant information you would like to share, to Holly Martin at:
neesabelle@hotmail.com
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Monthly Meeting Show Table
26 February 2014

Dendrobium glumaceaum, Species
Exhibitor: Margaret Prat

Dendrobium Stardust, Display
Exhibitor: Daniel Kwok

Page 6

Volume 4, Issue 6

ORCHIFLORA

Page 7

Monthly Meeting Show Table
26 February 2014 (cont’d)

Coelogyne cristata, Plant Culture
Exhibitor: Carla Bischoff

Paphiopedilum sanderianum, Species,
Members’ Choice
Exhibitor: Ray Sword
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Monthly Meeting Show Table
26 February 2014 (cont’d)

All Photographs by Judith E. Higham
If you would like a picture of your plant, please email
Judy and she will gladly email you the file
Higham@shaw.ca

Dendrobium Nora tokunaga , Hybrid
Exhibitor: Melanie Gallacher

Paphiopedilum richardianum, Unusual Species
Exhibitor: Neal Yates
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AOS PNWJC
08 February 2014

Phalaenopsis (Lyndon Ever Pawan x Chang Maw
Evergreen) ‘Emerald Frost’ AM/AOS 81pts
Exhibitor: Pat Van Adrichem
*note: award is provisional pending hybrid name

Specklinia megalops ‘Koichi’s gift’
(syn. Pleurothallis magalops)
Exhibitor: Margaret Prat

CCM/AOS 83pts
Paphiopedilum superbiens ‘Fiddlefart’
AM/AOS 80pts
Exhibitor: Poul Hansen
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AOS PNWJC
08 February 2014 (cont’d)
Judges in attendance:
Betty Berthiaume
Poul Hansen
Wayne Louie
Ingrid Ostrander
Abu Salleh
Russ Volker
Deb Ward
Bev Hansen (student)
Margaret Pratt (student)
Ryan Young (student)
Photographer:
Judith Higham

The AOS Pacific Northwest Judging Center (Richmond) meets every second
Saturday of the month, at 12:00 noon, at the Sea Island Community Centre,
7140 Miller Road, Richmond B.C. (Chair: Abu Salleh, 604-328-5363,
asalleh@telus.net)
Next monthly meeting will be on Saturday March 8, 2014 in Victoria, BC in
conjunction with the VicOS Show (details below)
Please note that for the PNWJC (Richmond) monthly judging in MARCH 2014,
instead of the usual date, time and place, the meeting will be held on SATURDAY March 8, 2014 at 1:00pm at Our Lady of Fatima Hall, 4635 Elk Lake Road,
Victoria, BC in conjunction with the Victoria Orchid Society show judging.
(there will NOT be a separate monthly judging at the Sea Island Community
Centre on March 8).
Please note that for the PNWJC (Richmond) monthly judging in APRIL 2014,
instead of the usual date, time and place, the meeting will be held on FRIDAY
April 11, 2014 at 1:00pm at the Nanaimo North Town Centre, 4750 Rutherford
Road, Nanaimo, BC in conjunction with the Central Vancouver Island Orchid
Society show judging. (there will NOT be a separate monthly judging at the
Sea Island Community Centre on April 12).
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VANCOUVER ORCHID SOCIETY
VAN DUSEN FLORAL HALL
MINUTES
February 26, 2014.
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm and chaired by Margaret Prat
Margaret welcomed 4 new members to our meeting.
Erik Nilsen gave the treasurer's report as follows:
GIC $17,334.79
Chequing
$ 4,655.92
Van Dusen Liability ($ 547.00)
Several members had questions re: finances that were answered by Eric.
President's Report
We now have 79 paid up members. Newsletters will no longer be sent to people who have not renewed
their membership.
Culture Class – March 10 – will be on repotting. Bring your plant & potting medium if you need a hand.
Also, Ray Sword will be demonstrating how to repot Disas. Questions are encouraged.
The Victoria show is March 8 & 9. Margaret & Anna will be delivering our plants and setting up our
display. Please deliver your plants to Margaret by Thurs. Mar. 7. This show is in a new venue this year &
worth the trip to check it out.
The Nanaimo Orchid Show is April 12 & 13. Margaret is willing to take the plants over but will need
someone to bring them home on the 13th.
Our Orchid Show's set up is March 21 with the show on March 22 & 23. The volunteer sign-up sheets
are at the front. Please sign up for a shift or 2. Help is also needed for the display set up. Please bring your
plants for the show table in display containers.
More $1 off coupons have been printed for distribution.
Preview Party & Ribbon Judging Awards start 7:30 pm on March 21. Price this year is $12 for cheese &
desert. Wine is an extra charge of $4 per glass.
The bulk order that we were wanting to place with H & R in Hawaii has been stalled. We need to obtain
an import license before we can proceed.
Upcoming Speakers – March 26 – Calvin Wong on Cypripeduims
April 23 - Inge & Peter Poot on Stanhopias & Coryanthes
May 28 - Mario Ferussi on Masdevalias & Draculas
A show of hands was requested for an outing to Paramount Orchids in Parksville in May or June.
Marina is heading the nominating committee for next year's Executive. We are in need of a Chair, Treasurer and Board Members.
There was a general discussion about moving our meetings to a different day. There was little, if any
support for this.
Many thanks to the following members for donating plants to our raffle table
Margaret Prat
Satya Danu
Richard Pearson
Marilyn Allen
Hazel Stewart
Barb Cable
Linda McArthur
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Hymenopus coronatus; The Orchid Mantis
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymenopus_coronatus
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Hymenopus coronatus
Hymenopus coronatus, also called H. bicornis, is a mantis from the rain forests of southeast Asia. It is known by various common names including walking flower mantis and
(pink) orchid mantis. It is one of several species known as flower mantises from their
resemblance and behaviour.

Description
This species is characterized by brilliant coloring and a structure finely adapted for camouflage, mimicking parts of the orchid flower. The four walking legs resemble flower petals, [1]
the toothed front pair being used as in other mantises for grasping prey.
H. coronatus shows some of the most pronounced sexual dimorphism of any species of
mantis; males can be less than half the size of females.[2]
First stage nymphs mimic bugs of the family Reduviidae, which have a powerful bite and
are foul tasting.[3]
The mantis can change its colour between pink and brown, according to the colour of the
background.[4]

Distribution
Hymenopus coronatus is found in the rain forests of Southeast Asia,[5] including Malaysia
and Indonesia.

Diet
The species is carnivorous, mainly catching other insects. In the laboratory it prefers lepidopteran prey.

Ethology

Sub-adult female Orchid Mantis

Scientific classification
Kingdom:

Animalia

Phylum:

Arthropoda

Class:

Insecta

Order:

Mantodea

Family:

Hymenopodidae

Genus:

Hymenopus

Species:

H. coronatus
Binomial name

Hymenopus coronatus
Olivier, 1792

Synonyms

Cott quotes an account by Annandale of Hymenopus coronatus which he reports hunts on
the flowers of the "Straits Rhododendron", Melastoma polyanthum. The nymph has what H. bicornis (Stoll)
Cott calls "Special Alluring Coloration", where the animal itself is the "decoy". The insect is
pink and white, with flattened limbs with "that semi-opalescent, semi-crystalline appearance that is caused in flower-petals
by a purely structural arrangement of liquid globules or empty cells". The mantis climbs up and down the twigs of the plant
until it finds one that has flowers. It holds on to these with the claws of its two rearmost pairs of legs. It then sways from
side to side, and soon various small flies land on and around it, attracted by the small black spot on the end of its abdomen
which resembles a fly. When a larger Dipteran fly, as big as a house fly, landed nearby, the mantis at once seized and ate it.
[7][8]
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Alfred Russel Wallace in his 1889 book Darwinism, calls the mantis rare:
A beautiful drawing of this rare insect, Hymenopus bicornis (in the nymph or active
pupa state), was kindly sent me by Mr. Wood-Mason, Curator of the Indian Museum at Calcutta. A species, very similar to it, inhabits Java, where it is said to resemble a pink orchid. Other Mantidae, of the genus Gongylus, have the anterior part of
the thorax dilated and coloured either white, pink, or purple; and they so closely
resemble flowers that, according to Mr. Wood-Mason, one of them, having a bright
violet-blue prothoracic shield, was found in Pegu by a botanist, and was for a moment mistaken by him for a flower. See Proc. Ent. Soc. Lond., 1878, p. liii.
An adult female H. coronatus on and mimicking a
Phalaenopsis orchid

—Alfred Russel Wallace[9]

The drawing was published in Edward Bagnall Poulton's book The Colours of Animals.
Poulton calls it an "Indian Mantis" which "feeds upon other insects which it attracts by
its flower-like shape and pink colour. The apparent petals are the flattened legs of the
insect."[10]
The species is reported by Costa, quoting Shelford's 1903 account, to show parental
care by guarding the eggs. Costa asks rhetorically "Why has so little [research] been
done on parental care in mantids, such an unexpected and intriguing aspect of their
behavior?"[11][12]
The camouflage of the orchid mantis probably deceives potential predators, as well as
serving as aggressive mimicry of the orchid to help catch insect prey.[13]

In collections

Drawing of nymph of "Hymenopus bicornis in active pupa
stage" by James Wood-Mason, who sent it to Alfred Russel
Wallace, who in turn lent it to Edward Bagnall Poulton for
his book The Colours of Animals.

The orchid mantis is said to be highly favoured by insect breeders, but rare and expensive.[14] The nymphs are described as "very inactive", requiring only a small space,
but eating flying insects which they hunt by sitting and waiting. Up to 90 black and red
nymphs may hatch from a single ootheca. Males are said to grow more rapidly than
females unless cooled to 15-18 Celsius. Females grow most rapidly at temperatures
between 30 and 55 Celsius with high humidity.[14]

Additional Images

Mounted female North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences
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Last exuvia MHNT
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March 2014
Sun

2
9
16
23
30

Mon

3
10
17
24
31

Tue

4
11
18
25

Wed

5
12
19
26

Thu

6
13
20
27

Fri

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

Sat

Date

Event

March 1—2

Mount Baker Orchid Society Show

March 7

Pre-Order Deadline for Tropical Gardens

March 8—9

Victoria Orchid Society Show & Sale (PNWJC judging on the 8th!) - drop off plants with Margaret by the 5th!!

March 10

Culture Class—Ray Sword will demonstrate Repotting (bring your plants!)

March 14

Pre-Order Deadline for Paramount Orchids

March 15—16

London Orchid Society’s Annual Show & Sale

March 21—23

Vancouver Orchid Society Show & Sale (including Preview Party on 21st)

March 21—23

Manitoba Orchid Society’s Annual Show & Sale

March 26

Meeting—Speaker: Calvin Wong will talk about Cypripediums

March 29—30

Orchid Expo 2014—hosted by Orchidophiles Montreal

April 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Date

Event

April 4—6

Orchid Society of Alberta 37th Annual Show & Sale

April 11—13

Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society Show (PNWJC judging too!) - Margaret Prat needs your orchids before April 10!

April 14

Culture Class—Forum on Paphiopedilums

April 19—20

Ottawa Orchid Society Show & Sale

April 23

Meeting—Speaker: Inge & Peter Poot talking about Stanhopeas & Coryanthes
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May 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Date

Event

May 10

PNWJC Monthly Judging

May 12

Culture Class—Topic TBA

May 28

Meeting—Speaker: Mario Ferussi talking about Masdevallias & Draculas

June 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Date

Event

June 7—8

Foothills Orchid Society’s Annual Show & Sale

June 9

Culture Class—Topic TBA

June 14

PNWJC Monthly Judging

June 25

Monthly Meeting—Guest Speaker TBA

