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Executive/Board of Directors
President : Margaret Prat
1st VP: Nora von Gerichten
2nd VP: Roak Citroen
Secretary: Peter Hopkins
Treasurer: Eric Nilsen
Past President: Koichi Nakatani
Director 1 Cecilia Lee
Director 2 Jennifer Fabre

Director 3 : Keith Willett
Volunteer/Committees
Bloedel Committee: Radina Jevdevic

Culture Class: 6:30 to 8:30 pm, Cedar Room, VanDusen Gardens; bring your own orchid questions!

Kitchen: Marilyn Lew & Maureen Burke

June 10: Deflasking orchids and potting up with Bev Hansen; everyone should go home with a baby Phalaenopsis.
September 9: Topic to be announced
October 14: Topic to be announced
November 4: Topic to be announced

BCCoGC Rep: Bill & Carla Bischoff

Upcoming Speakers:

Library: Barbara Cable

June 26: Mr. Poul Hansen will be presenting on Miltonias.
September 25: Mr. Glen Decker will speak about Growing Great Slipper
Orchids. Please see page 3 for more information about Mr. Decker and preorders.
October 23: Mr. Ron Hanko will be discussing Wardian Cases

Membership Committee: Patrick Milligen
Prize Draws: Margaret Elvidge

COC/AOS Rep: vacant
Web Master: Gideon Singer
Mailing Address:
PO BOX 42025, Marpole PRO,

Upcoming Events:

Vancouver, BC, V6P 6S6

VOS Sale of orchids and companion plants, August 17, 10 am to 4 pm, Floral Hall, VanDusen Gardens
There will be a show table of orchids, a raffle, and sales of orchids by local
& hobby vendors; free admission

Newsletter: Holly Martin

Please send your contributions to:
neesabelle@hotmail.com

www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca

Monthly General Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (except
July, August & December) at Van Dusen Floral Hall Doors Open
6:30pm, Meeting starts at 7:30pm
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Message from the President
Good day fellow orchid enthusiasts!
Already the month of June, and summer is around the corner. Of course we take a summer recess, but not
before we welcome our last speaker of the year, Poul Hansen who will be speaking to us about Miltonias.
And he has lots of practice with giving this talk, as he has presented this past May to many orchid societies in
Ontario and Montreal. I have read the review of his talk in the Montreal Orchid Society Bulletin
(“Orchidofiliere”) and it is very positive. Donʼt miss this opportunity to learn more about these wonderful Pansy Orchids that are both beautiful and very fragrant.
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will also be held in June. This is when we can welcome a new executive,
and we get to hear about our financial position from our trusted treasurer, Erik Nilsen (thank you Erik!). If you
have an interest in helping the Society to grow and prosper, please volunteer to be on the Board!
Why should VOS try to grow its number of members, both by recruiting
new members and retaining present
members? The reality is that any Society will lose members for reasons
beyond its control: members move
away, become unable to pursue their
hobby (too busy, lack of space, disability) or - sadly- they go to the great
Greenhouse in the Sky. Without more
new members, the Society will suffer
from constant attrition, with fewer
members to help the Society function
effectively.
So....this is why we pursue outreach
activities like our volunteers at Gardenworks this past February, and the
Bloedel Conservatoryʼs orchid show
during May. And of course, our own Mr. Poul Hansen holding his Miltoniopsis vexillaria ‘Volunteer Park’, which was
awarded a Certificate of Cultural Excellence by the American Orchid Society
annual show, where the public can
become acquainted with just how fascinating and beautiful orchids can be. And coming up soon, is the August Sale of Orchids and Companion
plants, August 17th at the Floral Hall (VanDusen), 10 am to 4 pm. All these events are to encourage the public to get to know us as a Society, and hopefully some visitors will try us out. Then it is up to us to show them
that orchid growing is a rewarding hobby, and that we are a welcoming and fun group.
In this vein, just a reminder that the website will, in all likelihood, launch during the summer. This will be our
digital means to reach the public. Our Facebook page is our social media outreach initiative.
Vitality and enthusiasm come from having many engaged orchid growers together. Hereʼs to renewal and
growth in our membership.

Orchidly yours, Margaret Prat
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September Speaker Details & Pre-Order Information
Glen Decker of Piping Rock Orchids, New York will speak to the Vancouver Orchid Society on September 25, 2013 on
How to Grow Great Slipper Orchids. This will include a lot of cultural information as well as how to take care of bugs using non-toxic means. While he plans on bringing orders for sale at this special meeting, it is best to pre-order.
Glen Decker began growing orchids at the age of 15 and holds the degree of Associate in Applied
Science in Ornamental Horticulture. He was the previous chair of the American Orchid Society's
Publications Committee and has served as a Director of the Orchid Digest Corporation. Glen has
won numerous AOS awards, including the Butterworth Prize, Nax Trophy, WW Wilson Award and
the Carlyle A. Luer Award. He has appeared in Martha Stewart's Better Living Magazine and on a
PBS TV special "Orchid Delirium". He rewrote the Slipper section of the Brooklyn Botanic Garden's
"The Best Orchids for Indoors" and was the technical editor for the "Orchids for Dummies" book.
Here is the ordering information:
For a list of orchids available go to www.pipingrockorchids.com
To Order - via e-mail or web site ... specify that you belong to Vancouver Orchid Society, and this is a pre-order. Payment due on delivery in either USD (or CND if exchange rate remains unchanged) cash or credit card. The cut off date
for this order is September 4, 2013.

Reminder:
All VOS members please take advantage of your library, there are a lot of great books in
our collection.

Pacific Northwest Judging Center (PNWJC) meets every 2nd Saturday of the month
at Sea Island Community Center, 7140 Miller road, Richmond, B.C. at noon. Everyone
is welcome to bring in their orchids for consideration by the American Orchid Society
Judges. Why attend? This an opportunity to see more orchids, and many orchids of
award quality. The judging center serves the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island,
and orchids are brought in from far and wide. You will learn about how an orchid is
evaluated for an award. Small, friendly atmosphere. If you love orchids, this is one
more opportunity to indulge.
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Article sourced from The McAllen International Orchid Society Journal (Vol. 10(5), pp. 2-6, published May 2009)

Vanilla planifolia - An Adventure in Pollination
T. D. Whippie
Vanilla is the only orchid to provide a fruit edible to humans and in doing so consistently provides its grower a
wealth of challenges. Its production ranks with the most time consuming of the worlds spices for the many
steps it must undergo before use; from hand pollination of the ephemeral flower to on-the-vine ripening of
seed capsules that later become the repository of the vanilla flavor as we recognize it.

Vanilla is a genus of over 110 members with one of the most commonly proliferated species being the Vanilla
planifolia or Flat-leaved V anilla. Native to Mexico, species of V anilla thrive particularly in the twenty degree
band North and South of the equator which extends from mid-Mexico and into the northern half of South
America as well as into Madagascar, the island of Tahiti, Puerto Rico and other moist tropical climes.

Fig. 2.

A striking terrestrial plant, V anilla planifolia is a thick waxy
vine 1 to 1.5 cm in diameter and smooth 3 to 4 cm wide, 9 to 15
cm long tapered leaves that grow alternately every 4 to 7 cm (Fig. 1). From the
abaxial (underside) of each leaf growth
may emerge one or several tendrils that
anchor the vine steadfastly to the growing surface.
Fig. 2. Frontal aspect, flower, V . planifolia. Digital photo 16 Apr 09, 1130 hours local time.

The flower itself is not as ornate as a typical show orchid, but
with a 6 cm span and the blooming life of dawn to dusk they are
a spectacle nonetheless. They emerge as a raceme of buds and
bloom at a rate of nearly one per day, the outermost ring maturing and blooming and continuing upward on the raceme. The
flower itself will open shortly before sunrise and achieves maximum bloom by noon after which it begins to
wilt as night progresses (Fig. 2). If the flower is not pollinated within the window between bloom and nightfall, it will shrivel
and drop off the plant, typically by the next
Fig. 1. Pl. 170403-21. V anilla planifolia, in JWT
morning. This combined with the presence
greenhouse. Digital photo: 16 April, 2009.
of a trap door betwixt the male and female
parts of the flower assure that in the wild the
probability of pollination, even in its native habitat rife with stingless bees, is at or less than
Fig. 3.
10% (Withner, 1959).
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Fig. 3. V . planifolia, raceme, profile of flower, & blossom assumed pollinated. Digital photo 18Apr09.

A few basic methods of hand pollination detailed in the last 50 years of orchid literature were available. Two
are the most prominently used in modern production, and are quite similar, but differ by either pinching off the
pollinia from the hinged tip of the anther (Fouche and Coumans, 1992), or letting it be, and--instead--lifting
the rostellum that
separates
the two,
and pushing the
organs together
(Arditti,
1992).

Fig. 4.

Fig. 5

Fig. 6.

Fig, 7.

Fig. 4. Column, flower, V . planifolia. 18 APR 09
Fig. 5. Anther & Pollinia, V . planifolia. 18 Apr 09.
Fig. 6. Pollinia. 18 Apr 09.
Fig. 7. Anther, base, rostellum, & stigma. 18 Apr 09.

Personally, I approached the V anilla planifolia plant hands-on; armed with a toothpick and a line drawing detailing the anatomy of this peculiar flower (Fig. 3). The John Wayne Trail Nursery greenhouse as of April 16th
had two vanilla plants in flower, each having grown at least 5 foot from a hanging pot, up a tree fern material
and continued growth draped over a steel support. The first action was to pull back the sepals of the flower and
gain access to the column which, in orchids is the tubular organ housing both sexual organs (Fig. 4). At the
distal end of the column, the hinged anther loops downward to hold the pollinia to the roof within the column.
The toothpick was looped in under the hinged anther, and pulled straight outward to show the dual pollinia
cluster visibly ripe with bright yellow pollen (Fig. 5).
A light pinch with thumb and forefinger detached the pollinia from the springy hinge of the anther (Fig. 6).
Squeezing the pollinia cluster lightly pushes the pollen grain onto the fingertips and the now free toothpick can
be moistened with a bit of saliva to scoop the pollen onto its tip. Repositioning one's hand and offering the free
end of the toothpick to the flower, this tool was now utilized to lift the rostellum which
is springy and cups over the top of the stamens. Once lifted, the toothpick is flipped
around, rostellum held in place with the thumb, and the pollen gently twisted into the
ample round opening of the stigma (Fig. 7).
Fig. 8. Part of raceme and browned flower at eleven days post-pollination, V . planifolia. Digital photo
27 Apr 09.

With the mechanics of the pollination completed, it is merely a matter of waiting until
signs appear that fertilization has occurred. The flower should stay intact and one
Fig. 8.
should be able to notice a pregnant droop to the pollen tube going back to its peduncle
link to the raceme. Over the course of 11 days the first flower pollinated browned and developed a very notice-
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able bend (Fig. 8). Hopefully the few centimeters inferior to the flower will develop from a slender ovary to a
capsule of between 7 and 20 cm, rewarding our efforts with a V anilla planifolia fruit.
Many variables present themselves at this juncture. Popular literature puts the time of maximum fertility at anytime between blooming (0500-0600) to midday (1100-1200) before the flower atrophies. Clinically, I used
the pinch-and-pollinate-toothpick method on 13 flowers, between 1130 and 1155 hours. The result has been
six successful pollinations, with the flowers holding and drooping pendulously with the newest pollination attempt having occurred 36 hours prior. A success rate of just less than 50% is considered not overly unproductive for an amateur pollinator in an otherwise pollinator free environment.
At this point the work has merely begun. It takes 5-6 weeks for the capsule to mature (Arditti, 1992) and can
take as long as 9 months for the "bean" to sweat and ferment before it even resembles vanilla. According to the
Tahitian methods of sweating, (Fouche and Coumans, 1992) the beans are wrapped in cloth and sun dried for
an hour or so during the day to purge moisture, and at night they are kept in wooden boxes to ventilate them
and further concentrate the vital compounds of the bean.
Still, questions remain. Why after
numerous years of growing and
viewing the V anilla orchid (Fig.
9) has this been the only session
of budding and blooming seen by
Trail Nursery's resident orchidologist R.J. Ferry? Reference is
made (Withner, 1959) to a technique used by modern cultivators
to provoke the budding of vanilla
orchids that forces the vine to
bend over a support to not only
put the top at a reachable height
for pollination but also to break
the straight upward growth. This
has taken place inadvertently in
Fig. 9. V . planifolia flower, dissected and parts noted. Digital photo 28 Apr 09.
our greenhouse with both plants,
both surprisingly coming into
season together and producing racemes in unison. Withner proposes that it is the action of a carbohydrate
buildup below the bend of the vine that spurs the growth of a raceme inflorescence from a normally leaf producing meristem, and he notes that this method has been successful in triggering a predictable flowering season in commercial vanilla production. Another variable concerns the soil moisture as Withner very aptly draws
a connection between dry warm winters having correlating with successful blooming and appreciable yields.
Was the blooming triggered by lessened watering during the winter months? From late October, 2008 through
March, 2009 the area experienced a severe drought. Might the outside overly dry conditions have had a significant effect on this green-housed plant? Was the plant induced to flower by bending of its growths which inhibited its straight upward course? There appears to be many still unanswered questions!
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One doubts that his first experiment into vanilla production will be fruitful, but I remain eager to see the ovaries bulge and turn into pods bursting with tiny seeds that in turn flavor an iced tea or tub of hand cranked ice
cream. Sweet vanilla, see you in 9 to 14 months!
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VOS Monthly Show Table

Plant Culture, Phal. Carmela’s Pixie ‘106’
Grower: Margaret Prat
Flower Quality, Phrag. Eric Young 44 x Sorcerer’s Apprentice 44
Grower: Margaret Prat
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Hybrid, Cypripedium ulla silkens
Grower: Margaret Nakahara

Species, Paph. hayanaldianum
Grower: Melanie Gallacher
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Species, Brassovola nodosa ‘Panama Soire’
Grower: Melanie Gallacher

Plant Culture, Maxillaria tenufolia
Grower: Wayne Riggs
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Unusual Species, Ponerorchis graminifolia
Grower: Daniel Kwok

Flower Quality, Vanda Mimi Palmer ‘Teo Boon Hian’
Grower: Patrick Milligen
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Species, Dendrobium infundibulum ‘Snow Jump’
Grower: Rob Elvidge

Photographs by Judith E. Higham
If you would like a picture of your plant,
please email Judy and she will gladly send
you the file.
Higham@shaw.ca

Every month show off your Orchids at our meeting!
If you would like to volunteer on the monthly judging team, just ask!
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May 2013 Meeting Minutes
Agenda:
Monthly Meeting: Wednesday May 22, 2013
Van Dusen Floral Hall
Meeting was called to order:
Approval of the Minutes from the last Meeting
Moved Wayne Riggs, Seconded Roak Citroen.
Adopted.

7:35 PM

Treasurer’s Report:
GIC:
Petty Cash:
Chequing:

Erik Nilsen
$17,129.24
$ 177.72
$ 7,758.13

The Society is in approximately the same financial position as one year ago. Details will be provided at the AGM-next month.
Membership Report:
Margaret Prat
No new members were in attendance.
All members were reminded to provide the society with a current email address and phone number.
President’s Report:

Margaret Prat

• Volunteers
Volunteers are critical to the success of any organization. The society has determined that Chris Ostenstad has served the society over
the years, in a number of different roles, the latest being the editor of the monthly newsletter. In recognition of Chris’s contributions,
the society has nominated her to receive, the Orchid Digest Diamond Award. We wish her continued success with her future endeavours.
The new editor of the newsletter is Holly Martin.
• Annual General Meeting (AGM) June 26, 2013
The nomination committee is currently accepting nominations for the upcoming AGM. The committee is composed of: Don Harquail,
Margaret Elvidge and Hazel Stewart.
If you are interested in serving on the executive committee, please contact Don H (dnd5224@gmail.com). Individuals can selfnominate.
Nominations/self-nominations will also be accepted at the AGM.
If you are nominating someone else, please ensure before the AGM that they are willing to accept nomination.
For the AGM, we have also secured a guest speaker:
Mr. Poul Hansen, an experienced orchid grower will present on the growing of Miltonias.
Survey results for the VOS show 2013
We sent out a survey to all Members re: the recently held show asking for input on how we may improve next year’s show.
Results of the survey indicated that the majority of members were satisfied with the show.
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Comments noted the enthusiasm of our show volunteers. One issue for our attention for the VOS show 2014 is to
clearly delineate between the food & drink lines, at the Preview night reception.
A straw vote at the meeting approved sending out a repeat survey.
• August Sale-August 17th
There isn’t a large budget for advertising so we don’t expect overwhelming attendance for this event.
However, the annualAugust sale provides visibility and profile for the society.
This year, the sale will take place, at the Floral Hall (Van Dusen Gardens) on August 17 th from 10:00 AM until 04:00 PM. The focus
of the event is: “Sale of Orchids & Companion Plants”.
We need volunteers for set-up/take down; and hospitality. We will have a show table so please bring your plants for display.
We plan to give a “repotting demonstration” hosted by Roak Citroen.
•

In Memoriam
David Bryden
Dr. Wally Thomas

David’s estate has notified the society that some orchid related items are for sale including two Floralite Display carts: 1 x 2
shelves; and, 1 x 3 shelves. Prices for these items are available in the last newsletter. An interest sheet is available tonight at the
meeting. Wally’s estate has notified the society that many orchids from Wally’s extensive odontoglossum collection will be available for sale. The sale will take place at the Thomas’ residence, 7250 Arbutus Place, West Vancouver (Horseshoe Bay) on the following days:
June 5th (Wed) 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM
June 6th (Thu) Noon to 6:00 PM
Prices will range from $5, $10, $15.
In recognition of Wally’s contribution to the society over many years, the VOS made a memorial donation in his name to the Van
Dusen Gardens-Bloedel Conservatory.
• Jason Fischer-Orchids Limited
Jason Fischer is a specialist grower of quality orchids. He will be attending the Montreal orchid society show from June 24 th to June
26th. He will be bringing orchids into Canada. If you would like to pre-order any plants, Jason will bring your order to Montreal and
from there he will mail your purchase to your home. To pre--order, please visit Jason’s website at: www.orchidweb.com or contact
him via email: orchids@orchidweb.com or by telephone: 1-800-669-6006.
• Guest Speakers 2013/2014
Our confirmed guest speaker for September 2013 is Glen Decker, Piping Rock orchids. Glen will be taking pre-orders in addition to
bringing plants for sale at the meeting. For additional information, see the newsletter.
• Trip to Ecuador
Merv Lutes from the Fraser Valley Orchid Society is arranging for an orchid tour to Ecuador and the Galapagos Islands from January
12-29, 2014. The tour is called “Natural Wonders of Ecuador and the Galapagos and is offered in conjunction with Rostad
Tours. Brochures are now available. For more information contact Rostad Tours at toll free telephone number: 1-800-361-8687 or
email: tours@rostad.com.
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Margaret also has documentation available with regard to other trips to Ecuador that do not include the Galapagos Islands. For
more information, contact Margaret (margaret.prat@shaw.ca)
• VOS Member Services
The society library is a valuable resource to new members and everyone is encouraged to make use of the library service overseen
by Barbara Cable.
The culture classes are also another valued resource available to new/all members. Margaret queried if it would be beneficial to
create a monthly show table for new members (up to 5 years experience). That proposal was not favoured. Any suggestions to
encourage the active participation of new members can be sent to Margaret (margaretprat@shaw.ca)
Margaret also noted that not many phalaenopsis have been brought to the monthly show table recently. It was pointed out that
every orchid in bloom is of interest.
• Culture Class
Just a reminder that culture classes are presented on the 2 nd Monday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM in the Cedar Room
(located at the back of the Floral Hall).
On May 13th, Margaret’s presentation on “How to select orchids and build a collection” was very well attended. The same people
attend the presentations every month.
As a reminder, new members may want to consider attending the culture classes where new themes and topics are covered, each
month. Some societies schedule culture class immediately prior to their monthly meeting. That would work if our monthly meeting
were held on a Sunday but it wouldn’t work for the VOS due to the timing constraints of our Wednesday meetings.
The next culture class will take place on Monday June 10th-Bev Hansen will present on de-flasking orchids (phalaenopsis).
Bloedel Conservatory
The VOS has decided to participate in a display at the Conservatory 2 times per year. The next display is scheduled for May 24, 25,
and 26 with set-up taking place on May 23 and take-down taking place on May 27.
Each of the 3 show days will be comprised of two shifts: 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM and 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM.
We need additional volunteers to attend the display and provide general information to the visitors on how to grow and care for
orchids and to hand out culture sheets to those interested. Volunteer sign-up sheets are available at tonight’s meeting.
Raffle
Thank you to Margaret Elvidge and Don Dinning for conducting the raffle tonight. The following members donated to the raffle:
Margaret & Koichi Nakahara
12 dahlias
Anonymous
7 orchids
Meeting Adjourned:
8:00 PM
Tonight’s Guest Speaker:
Adnan Uzunovic
Topic: Growing orchids in a Wardian Case
Next month’s speaker:
AGM
Poul Hansen, Miltonias
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For Sale
If any member would like to post items for sale
in our September newsletter, please contact Holly by September 5th.
Email at: neesabelle@hotmail.com

Please note that this is our last issue before the summer.
The next newsletter will be in September. Have a great
summer!

Any members who would like to post a note in the
next issue of Orchiflora, please contact Holly Martin
at: neesabelle@hotmail.com before the fifth of the
September.
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Event Calendar
June 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
Date

Event

June 10

Culture Class—Deflasking (6;30pm to 8:30pm)

June 24

Jason Fischer Orchids in Montreal—get your pre-orders in beforehand

June 26

AGM & Guest Speaker Mr. Poul Hansen—doors open at 6:30pm

July 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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August 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Date

Event

August 17

VOS Orchid Sale! at Van Dusen Gardens (10am to 4pm)

September 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Date

Event

September 4

Pre-order Deadline for Glen Decker’s visit

September 9

Culture Class—TBA (6:30pm to 8:30pm)

September 10

September Newsletter

September 25

Society meeting—Glen Decker presenting Great Slipper Orchids
(doors open at 6:30pm)

