Orchiflora
Announcements:
Speaker Series:
February 26th, 2014: Margaret Prat: Ecuador and what I learned about orchids
March 26th, 2014: Calvin Wong: Cypripediums
April 23rd, 2014: Inge and Peter Poot: Stanhopeas and Coryanthes
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Monthly General Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (except July, August
& December) at Van Dusen Floral Hall
Doors Open 6:30pm, Meeting starts at
7:30pm
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May 28th, 2014: Mario Ferussi: Masdevallias and Draculas
Culture class, held in the Cedar room, VanDusen Gardens from 6:30 to 8: 30
pm, all orchid related questions welcome
March 10th: Repotting class: Ray Sword will demonstrate repotting Disas.
This is a hands on class where we repot orchids and discuss the different
potting materials.
Upcoming shows:
Mount Baker Orchid Society Show: March 1-2, 2014
Skagit Valley Gardens, 18923 Peter Johnson Road, Mount Vernon, WA, USA.
Show hours are 9am-5pm Saturday March 1 and 9am-4pm Sunday March 2.
Victoria Orchid Society Show and Sale: March 8-9 2014 (NEW VENUE!)
Our Lady of Fatima Hall, 4635 Elk Lake Road, Victoria, B.C. (lots of free, easy
parking)
Saturday March 8, 9 am to 5 pm, Sunday March 9, 10:30 am to 4 pm
Vancouver Orchid Society Show and Sale: March 22-23, 2014
VanDusen Gardens, Floral Hall, 5251 Oak street, Vancouver, B.C.
Saturday March 22, 9 am to 5 pm,
Sunday March 23, 10 am to 4 pm
Preview party Friday
March 21 7:30 pm to 10
pm
A list of our show vendors
and their pre-order cut-off
dates can be found on
Page 4!
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Message From The President:
Dear fellow orchid lovers,
I was going to start writing my usual letter with standard announcements,
but today I think is the time to digress to larger issues.
About 15 months ago, a representative of the Vancouver Tourism Bureau
contacted me by email, suggesting that the Bureau would support us logistically if the Vancouver Orchid Society wanted to make a bid for the
World Orchid Congress (WOC) venue for 2020. The WOC is held every 3
years, and Vancouver was the host city in 1999; this year it is in Johannesburg, South Africa, and in 2017, it will be in Guyaquil, Ecuador. The Montreal Orchid Society had bid on the 2017
WOC, and it will resubmit their bid for 2020.
It is nice to dream, but I have my feet firmly planted in reality. I politely answered the query from the Vancouver Tourism
Bureau that it was unthinkable for our Society, with the smaller number of members we have now (compared to 1999) to
even contemplate putting on an International Show. I mentioned that although orchids remain popular, and that people
are fascinated by them, Orchid Society membership has been declining world wide, and that we are no exception to the
rule. Even the very strong Montreal Orchid Society has seen a slight dip in the last year. Their membership runs to about
300 (maybe 400?) members, and monthly meetings count about 100 - 200 members. Given the harsh winter conditions
for some monthly meetings, this is exceptional.
I have always wondered why in Vancouver, given our 2 million inhabitants in the larger Metropolitan area, we have so
few members. Of course, it is vey far for some people to come to our meetings. Week night meetings are hard for members who are still working, and during the dark days of winter, there is the additional challenge of driving in the dark (and
rain sometimes!). Would we have better attendance if we moved to an early Saturday morning meeting? Certainly I
would like feedback on this, and if you want to express your opinion on this, contact me at <margaretprat@shaw.ca>.
I have certainly thought on what activities we could eliminate so that we strain less our pool of volunteers. Of course, the
monthly meetings are the life blood of the society, and good speakers are the ‘value added’ package that we offer that is
not available through the internet. Everyone loves the socialization at monthly meetings, so we will certainly continue
with that activity. So many thanks to our kitchen volunteers and dedicated dessert contributors, who make the coffee
break enjoyable!
Culture class is an added activity, but I believe that it is essential to support all our growers in getting the maximum from
their collection. I know that it was essential to my knowledge base and confidence. So many thanks to all those who
have led culture class, which have been Valerie Richardson, Dave MacIntosh, Maureen & Richelle Renton, Koichi Nakatani, Roak Citroen, Don Harquail and Ryan Young in the recent past (if I have forgotten anyone, my apologies). Note
that some of these mentors are former members, who may or may not be involved in orchids still - why is that? More
crucial is to ask ourselves if Culture Class should be given on a different day (Saturday morning?) or have different format, or rotate into different areas of the city. All of this involves volunteer time, so we must be careful not to expand beyond our limited resources. Again, I welcome any suggestions.
I have even pondered about all the work associated with an annual show. Yes, this is a great time to get together, but it
involves a lot of work (there, I used the four letter word!). To even think about eliminating the Annual Show is sacrilege,
but sacred cows might have to be sacrificed to survive as a Society - after all, most Societies begin without a show, and
smaller societies don’t put on a “show”, but rather a local display. But this is a non starter, as our Annual Show is our
chance to promote orchids as a wonderful plant family, and our Society as the community that will help members in their
quest for orchid blooms. And we would not have a spectacular show if we did not invite our orchid friends from Victoria,
Nanaimo, and Fraser Valley. And if they come to our show, we come to their show to put up a nice display, which means
more volunteer hours (and loan of our orchids!).
In taking on the responsibility of being President for the last 1.5 years (and quasi President in the previous year), I was
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Message From The President (’cont’d):
hoping to put the Society on a more firm footing with respect to membership and the logistics of the Society
(membership, website, show committee, etc.). With the help of able members of the executive (thank you all!) we have
collectively come far, with consistent attendance at our monthly meetings, a good speaker program, and more engagement of our membership. Of course, in the long term, our membership needs to grow, and in spite of our best efforts, our
numbers are a big stagnant. We get new members, but many do not renew - for so many good reasons, some of which
might be related to the Society- I certainly would like to know from former members what we might do better.
All of these musings lead to the difficult question: what if the Vancouver Orchid Society did disappear? Would this be a
collective loss? Would we still be able to engage in the hobby without the structure of a Society? Obviously, many people
do grow orchids as a solitary activity, but is it more fun, more engaging, more instructive as a group? Yes, I used the
word ‘fun’, because the rewards have to outweigh the drawbacks. The group, aka as the Society, has to make a collective choice about its future.
This is not a problem unique to our Society. There are Societies that number around 25 members, with an average age
of 60+; putting on an annual show must be a daunting task for them! And I am not talking about only Orchid Societies,
although I was surprised to learn that the Dahlia Society has over 100 members....
This long diatribe is to highlight that it will not be the contribution of a few people in our Society that will lead to an expansion of our numbers. We need to all look at how we can encourage people to look at orchids as not only desirable plants,
but eminently suitable for culture, if the right orchid is chosen for the conditions offered in the growing area. And when it
comes to the promotion of the show (and the work involved), it does indeed take a collective Orchid Village to put on an
Annual Show.
For all those who made it to the end of this letter, congratulations, you have the patience for growing orchids!
Sincerely,
Margaret Prat
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1st VP: Calvin Wong

Here is a list of show vendors, and their pre-order cut off
dates:

2nd VP: Ryan Young

Forestview Gardens – Agassiz, BC

Secretary: Barbara Cable

Paramount Orchids – Parksville, BC

Treasurer: Eric Nilsen

Ten Shin - Taiwan

Past President: Koichi Nakatani

Tropical Gardens – Vancouver, BC

Director 1 : Jennifer Fabre

Kitty’s Orchids – Vancouver, BC

Director 2 : Keith Willett

Will Gro Products – Vancouver, BC

Director 3 : Ray Sword

Rob Elvidge – VOS member, Vancouver, BC

Director 4 : Patrick Milligen

Roak Citroen & Peter Hopkins – VOS members, Richmond,
BC

Volunteer/Committees
Bloedel Committee: Radina Jevdevic
Membership Committee: Patrick Milligen
Prize Draws: Margaret Elvidge
Kitchen: Marilyn Lew & Maureen Burke

Carla Bischoff – VOS member, Surrey, BC
Vendors Offering Plant Pre-orders:
Forestview Gardens – Plant lists are posted on their website
- www.fvgardens.com Order by emailing: info@fvgardens.com

Library: Shohreh Alimoradi

Paramount Orchids – Plant lists are posted on their website www.paramountorchids.com Order form on website – email
order to: info@paramountorchids.com

COC/AOS Rep: vacant

Last date for pre-orders is Friday, March 14.

Web Master: Gideon Singer

Ten Shin Gardens – Plant list attached as pdf file available at
our website. Order by emailing: info@tenshinorchids.com

BCCoGC Rep: Bill & Carla Bischoff

Mailing Address:
PO BOX 42025, Marpole PRO,
Vancouver, BC, V6P 6S6
Newsletter: Holly Martin

Please send your contributions to:
neesabelle@hotmail.com

Tropical Gardens – Plant list posted on website:
www.tgorchids.com Place order online through website.
The deadline for pre-orders is March 7th, and pre-orders will
receive a 10% discount. You can also place your order by
emailing: tropical.gardens@gmail.com
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Monthly Meeting Show Table
22 January 2014

Bulbophyllum makoyanum, Plant Culture
Exhibitor: Carla Bischoff

Artorima erubescens, Unusual Species
Exhibitor: Rob Elvidge

Paph John Doven x Winston Churchill, Flower Quality
Exhibitor: Eugene Banziger

Paph In-Charm White, Flower Quality
Exhibitor: Calvin Wong
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Monthly Meeting Show Table
22 January 2014 (cont’d)

Amesellia monticola, Flower Quality
Exhibitor: Margaret Prat

Paph insigne, Plant Culture
All Photographs by Judith E. Higham

Exhibitor: Carla Bischoff

If you would like a picture of your plant, please email
Judy and she will gladly email you the file
Higham@shaw.ca

Paph villosum, Plant Culture
Paph provocation (Western Thunder x World Famous),
Flower Quality
Exhibitor: Ryan Young

Exhibitor: Pim Meyer
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Monthly Meeting Show Table
22 January 2014 (cont’d)

Brassiolaelia ‘Morning Glory’, Flower Quality
Exhibitor: Ryan Young
Dendrobium Ellen Andrew x Essie Banks ‘Carlyle’, Members’ Choice
Exhibitor: Pim Meyer

AOS PNWJC
11 January 2014

Phragmipedium Amitabha
‘Prospect Lake’ (Phrag
Patti McHale x Phrag besseae)
AM/AOS 84 pts
Exhibitor: Poul Hansen
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AOS PNWJC
11 January 2014 (cont’d)

Miltoniopsis Sweet Surprise ‘Gabrielle’ (Mps Mrs. Anneli
Loeb x Mps warscewiczii)
HCC/AOS 78 pts
Exhibitor: Diana Rowles

Judges in attendance:
Betty Berthiaume
David Edgley
Poul Hansen
Abu Salleh
Ingrid Ostrander
Russ Volker
Deb Ward
Calvin Wong
Bev Hansen (student)
Margaret Pratt (student)
Ryan Young (student)
Photographer:
Judith Higham

The AOS Pacific Northwest Judging Center (Richmond) meets every second
Saturday of the month, at 12:00 noon, at the Sea Island Community Centre,
7140 Miller Road, Richmond B.C. (Chair: Russ Volker, 604-465-8374,
russvolker@gmail.com)
Please note that for the PNWJC (Richmond) monthly judging in MARCH 2014,
instead of the usual date, time and place, the meeting will be held on SATURDAY March 8, 2014 at 1:00pm at Our Lady of Fatima Hall, 4635 Elk Lake Road,
Victoria, BC in conjunction with the Victoria Orchid Society show judging.
(there will NOT be a separate monthly judging at the Sea Island Community
Centre on March 8).
Please note that for the PNWJC (Richmond) monthly judging in APRIL 2014,
instead of the usual date, time and place, the meeting will be held on FRIDAY
April 11, 2014 at 1:00pm at the Nanaimo North Town Centre, formerly Rutherford Mall (4750 Rutherford Road, Nanaimo, BC) in conjunction with the Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society show judging. (there will NOT be a separate monthly judging at the Sea Island Community Centre on April 12).
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VANCOUVER ORCHID SOCIETY
VAN DUSEN FLORAL HALL
MINUTES
January 22, 2014.
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm and chaired by Margaret Prat
Margaret welcomed 1 new member and 2 visitors to our meeting.
Erik Nilsen gave the treasurer's report as follows:
GIC $17,334.79
Chequing
$ 4,076.16
Van Dusen Liability ($ 235.00)
President's Report
Speakers for our upcoming meetings are: Margaret Prat in February and Calvin Wong in March. Tonight's speaker will be Judy Higham talking about photographing your orchids and using our brand new projector.
H & R Orchids out of Hawaii are not travelling much any more and will not be coming to our area any
time soon. Patrick Milligen has offered to co-ordinate a group order for those who would like a plant from
this grower. The difference in the dollar, customs, shipping etc. would be prohibitive for individual orders.
An e-mail will be sent out with further details.
The next Culture Class is February 10 and the subject will be propagating and dividing your plants. The
March class will deal with repotting and Ray Sword has offered to repot 4 Disas. Also feel free to bring any
other orchid related questions you may have.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are setting up information tables at all Gardenworks locations February 8 & 9. We need volunteers
for the Lougheed location for both days. This will involve talking to customers about orchids, our upcoming
show and information on potting, etc.
Our Show is coming up in March and we still need a Co-chair and volunteers to take other key positions.
It's fun & rewarding. Get involved!
The number of show awards have been reduced with categories consolidated to make it more manageable. Members are asked to sponsor these awards at $20 each. Please see Eric at the next meeting to pick your
favourite category.
The volunteer sign up sheets will be available at the February meeting.
Posters and $1 off coupons for the show are here & can be picked up at the next meeting.
The Victoria Orchid Show March 8 & 9. Margaret Prat will take the
orchids for the Vancouver show table but needs plants!! Your contributions
can be dropped off at her home March 5.
It's also time to start looking for new members to fill Executive positions for the next year. Marina will be heading this committee and if you
would like to be a part of this exciting process please let us know.
Many thanks to the following members for donating plants to our raffle
table
Joan Walton
1 orchid
Richard Pearson
12 Orchids
Hazel Stewart
1 Bromeliad
Anonymous
8 orchids
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Calling All Volunteers!!
Our Annual Show is fast approaching, and volunteers will be needed for the following tasks. A sign up sheet
will be available at Feb 26th monthly meeting, and herewith a description of what you would be signing up
for:
Show set up: on Friday March 21, you would have to be there early to set up tables, chairs, cover tables
with tablecloths, etc so that the Display and Sales area is ready for those setting up displays or selling plants,
which they begin to do at 10 am

Show tear down: at 4 pm, Sunday March 23, we always need help to take everything down, and clean up.
The bulk of teardown occurs within the first hour
Admissions: taking monies from the public and welcoming them to our show (usually 2 people at the desk
at any one time)
Security: watching that people do not touch the orchids or otherwise disturb our displays; often this role is
combined with answering questions from the public
Membership: explaining the purpose of the Society, and to sign up new members
Plant hotel: babysitting orchids that people have bought, before they go back into the Display area
Preview night: help needed to take people's tickets, and to help with food/beverage service

You can also volunteer for "where I am most needed" if you feel you can handle just about any task!
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COC The Canadian Orchid Congress
GETTING TO KNOW ORCHIDS
Guidelines for the beginner orchidist
Most cultivated orchids are perennial tropical plants. They require light, water, fertilizer and a humid atmosphere to grow well. Orchids
with thick, fleshy roots can be potted in coarse bark chips, grown mounted on a piece of cork bark or on a branch. Orchids with fine
roots are grown in a blend of small bark chips, sometimes with sphagnum moss, perlite or charcoal added to the mix. When buying an
orchid, always ask what kind of potting mix is recommended for it.

AT THE ROOT OF THE MATTER
Orchid roots need both moisture and air: roots need to breathe between waterings or risk decay. Dead orchid roots cannot absorb
water or nutrients! Examine the potting medium and the roots of any orchid that fails to thrive - the plant may need repotting.
Orchids should be repotted:



Every one to two years



When the plant outgrows the container



When the potting mix decays, becomes compacted or water-logged.

LIGHT, WATERING AND COOLING
Many orchids have succulent or leathery leaves and swollen stems used to conserve water. Orchids with water storage capabilities
generally require less frequent watering than those with thin leaves and no swollen stems. Orchids grow well in filtered sunlight or in
artificial light. While most seedling orchids do well in moderate light, adult plants vary considerably in their light requirements and tolerance. Too much sunlight can burn leaves especially if the plants are not accustomed to it. Especially harmful is the heat produced by
direct sunlight or by a plant touching a light bulb. Placing a sheer or lace curtain between the orchids and the sun is sometimes sufficient protection, especially for sun-tolerant plants but all orchids will benefit from air movement generated by a nearby fan. Fans can
help cool plants especially if the leaves are first misted with water. As the water evaporates into the air stream, the leaf surface cools.
Evaporative cooling can produce a 5°C drop in leaf temperature. Orchids grow best when the temperature varies at least by 5°C from
the daytime high to the nighttime low.
Orchids have set points at which they grow best. It is up to the grower to discover the best temperature for each plant in their collection. For example, Cool-growing orchids such as Masdevallia and Odontoglossum will have a set point around 10-15°C (50-59°F),
while orchids termed Intermediate e.g. Cattleya and certain Oncidiums will have a set point around 15-20°C (59-68°F) and those referred to as Warm growers e.g. Phalaenopsis and Vanda will have a set point from 18-25°C (65-77°F). To make the road to discovery
an easy one, the beginner is advised to start with orchids preferring one temperature range.

FLOWERING
Most mature orchids bloom once a year but their flowers frequently last a month or longer. Species orchid flowers are predictable as
to size, colour, fragrance and blooming season. Hybrids are not as predictable but once a hybrid orchid has flowered, you can predict
when it is likely to bloom again. If you have a particular preference for blooming season, ask a society member or vendor for recommendations.
Flowering pot-plants require sufficient light, regular fertilizer applications and watering to bloom well. Orchids are no exception. The
challenge of growing orchids well and having magnificent blooms lies in finding the balance of light, temperature, water and plant food
that is best for a particular plant.

FERTILIZING ORCHIDS
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Although jungle orchids seem to survive, even prosper, clinging to the bark of a tree, they do benefit from a sprawling root system,
employing it to harvest mineral nutrients derived from animal and plant debris in the forest canopy. Additionally, wild orchid roots frequently harbor mycorrhizal fungi that spread out through the tree bark, thus vastly increasing the harvesting area of the roots to absorb scarce minerals such as phosphorus.
Regular applications of dilute commercial fertilizer such as 7-7-7 can do wonders for a potted orchid plant. Always prepare solutions
according to manufacturer's instructions. There are products recommended both for growth and for flower production. Apply liquid
fertilizer weekly after thoroughly watering a plant. Do not fertilize dormant plants, those with dead roots, or those not in active growth.
Production of new leaves and roots is a sign of active growth. If new shoots become soft and floppy, fertilizer application may be too
strong, too frequent or light may be inadequate to support growth.
Copyright © Canadian Orchid Congress 1993 This publication may be copied for free distribution only

http://www.canadianorchidcongress.ca/know.html

Any members that would like to submit photos of their orchids for inclusion in Orchiflora,
please contact Holly Martin at: neesabelle@hotmail.com
Be sure to include the name of your plant(s) in your email!

Every month show off your Orchids at our
meeting!
If you would like to volunteer on the
monthly judging team, just ask !
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AOS Awards
If you’ve ever wondered what is meant by all those letters that appear after the names of the awardwinning plants, the list below will come in handy.

The American Orchid Society grants the following awards to orchids and exhibitors. AOS
awards are a recognized measure of quality the world over and coveted by hobbyists and
commercial growers alike. An AOS flower quality award adds value to an orchid in its own
right, and as a parent for creating hybrids.
HCC (Highly Commended Certificate)
Awarded to orchid species or hybrids scoring 75 to 79 points inclusive on a 100-point scale.

AM (Award of Merit)
Awarded to orchid species or hybrids scoring 80 to 89 points inclusive on a 100-point scale.

FCC (First Class Certificate)
The highest flower-quality award, awarded to orchid species or hybrids scoring 90 points or more on a 100
-point scale.

JC (Judges' Commendation)
Given for distinctive characteristics that the judges unanimously feel should be recognized but cannot be
scored in the customary ways.

AD (Award of Distinction)
Awarded once to a cross representing a worthy new direction in Breeding. The award is granted unanimously without scoring by the judging team assigned.

AQ (Award of Quality)
Awarded once to a cross exhibited by a single individual as a group of not less than 12 plants or inflorescences of different clones of a hybrid or cultivated species. At least one of the inflorescences must receive
a flower quality award and the overall quality of the group must be an improvement over the former type.

CBR (Certificate of Botanical Recognition)
Awarded to rare and unusual species with educational interest that has received no previous awards. The
entire plant must be exhibited. This award is granted provisionally and filed with the judging center Chair
pending taxonomic verification supplied by the exhibitor. (see Taxonomic Authorities)

CHM (Certificate of Horticultural Merit)
Awarded to a well-grown and well-flowered species or natural hybrid with characteristics that contribute
to the horticultural aspects of orchidology, such as aesthetic appeal. This award is granted provisionally
and filed with the judging center Chair pending taxonomic verification supplied by the exhibitor. (see Taxonomic Authorities)

CCM (Certificate of Cultural Merit)
Awarded to the exhibitor of a well-flowered specimen plant of robust health. The plant must score more
between 80 and 89 points inclusive on a 100-point scale.

CCE (Certificate of Cultural Excellence)
Awarded to the exhibitor of a well-flowered specimen plant of robust health. The plant must score more than
90 points on a 100-point scale. Plants receiving this award represent the highest level of orchid culture.
Source: The American Orchid Society website in the section under Judging http://www.aos.org/Default.aspx?id=40
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February 2014
Sun

2
9
16
23

Mon

Tue

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

Wed

5
12
19
26

Thu

6
13
20
27

Fri

7
14
21
28

1

Sat

8
15
22

Date

Event

Feb 8

PNWJC Monthly Judging

Feb 8—9

GardenWorks Promotion

Feb 10

Culture Class—Dividing & propagating orchids

Feb 26

Meeting—Speaker: Margaret Prat talking about her recent trip to Ecuador

March 2014
Sun

2
9
16
23
30

Mon

3
10
17
24
31

Tue

4
11
18
25

Wed

5
12
19
26

Thu

6
13
20
27

Fri

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

Sat

Date

Event

March 1—2

Mount Baker Orchid Society Show

March 7

Pre-Order Deadline for Tropical Gardens

March 8—9

Victoria Orchid Society Show & Sale (PNWJC judging on the 8th!) - drop off plants with Margaret
by the 5th!!

March 10

Culture Class—Ray Sword will demonstrate Repotting (bring your plants!)

March 14

Pre-Order Deadline for Paramount Orchids

March 21—23

Vancouver Orchid Society Show & Sale (including Preview Party on 21st)

March 26

Meeting—Speaker: Calvin Wong will talk about Cypripediums
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April 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Date

Event

April 4—6

Orchid Society of Alberta 37th Annual Show & Sale

April 11

Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society Show (PNWJC judging too!)

April 19—20

Ottawa Orchid Society Show & Sale

April 23

Meeting—Speaker: Inge & Peter Poot talking about Stanhopeas & Coryanthes

May 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Date

Event

May 10

PNWJC Monthly Judging

May 28

Meeting—Speaker: Mario Ferussi talking about Masdevallias & Draculas

