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PO Box 56022 
Vancouver BC 
V5L 4V0 

___________________________________________________________________________________________
*Culture Class, held in the Cedar Room, VanDusen Garden 
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm.  All orchid related questions are 
welcome – culture class is a member’s only benefit 
 
February 11 - Lori Barrington: Growing Paphiopedilums 
March 10  - Eugene Banziger: Debunking Orchid Culture Myths. 
April 14 - Sandy Larson: Growing orchids under lights. 
May 12 – Wayne Riggs: Growing Dendrobium Cuthbertsonii 
June 9th - Daniel Kwok: My Orchidarium. 
 
*Montly General Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month 
(except July, August and December) at VanDusen Floral 
Hall; Doors Open 6:30 pm, meeting starts at 7 pm 

• Next meeting is Wednesday, February 26 
 
Speaker Series: 
February 26/2020 - Tom Mirenda.  Tom has been growing 
ochids since early childhood.  He has held a number of 
leadership positions at the New York and Brooklyn 
Botanical Gardens followed by 17 years serving as the 
Orchid Collection Specialist at the Smithsonian Insitute in 
Washington, DC. Tom is currently in a leadership role at 
the Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden. He is a world 
renowed speaker and writer on orchid care, cultiviation 
and conservation.  I am sure you will find his presentation 
both educational and entertaining. 
**Please see detailed biography on pages 13 & 14 of this 
Newsletter 
 
March 25/2020 – Eugene Banziger – VOS member – 
Travels in Ecuador 
April 22/2020 - Jennifer Fabre – VOS member - Travels 
with Jennifer – Adventures & Misadventures 
May 27/2020 - Terry Grosbecki – FV Gardens - TBA 
June 24/2020 – Sam Tsui from Orchid Inn – TBA.  Plant 
preorders available:  http://www.orchidinnusa.com 
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AOS Judging - The Western Canada Judging Center (WCJC) meets every 2nd Saturday of the month at 
11:30am, except where noted. Everyone is welcome to attend and bring their orchids for consideration 
by the American Orchid Society Judges. This is a great opportunity to learn about the judging process 
and see many orchids of award quality.  **Please bring your plants for judging – you may well have a 
plant that could be an award winner! 
 
• February 29, 2020 : 1:00pm (Victoria Orchid Society show judging) at Our Lady of Fatima Church, 4635 Elk 

Lake Drive, Victoria, BC 
• March 21, 2020 : 1:00pm (Vancouver Orchid Society show judging) at VanDusen Botanical Gardens Floral 

Hall, 5251 Oak St, Vancouver, BC 
 
 

President’s Message 
The Central Vancouver Island Orchid Show and Sale was very successful thanks to all the people who 
volunteered their time and effort. Vancouver Orchid Society members received the following awards:  
Grand Champion (earlier giving an AOS award), 4 Best in Class, 9 Firsts, 10 Seconds, 2 Thirds, and the 
Harry Johnson award for Best Specimen. Many thanks to all those who kindly provided us with their 
orchids helping to make our display very beautiful. A special thanks to the members of the Central 
Vancouver Island Orchid Society for their kindness and help shown to our  volunteers. Our March show 
is just around the corner and I am always encouraged by the enthusiasm of our volunteers. Once again 
the success of our show depends on you volunteering your time, energy and orchids. The more 
important positions we need filled are the individual jobs, such as, admissions, membership and 
security. Other jobs you can also volunteer for are: 
 

• Show Set Up 
• VOS Display Set Up Coordinator 
• VOS Display Set Up 
• Show Set Up (Tents) Coordinator 
• Show Set Up (Tents) 
• Plant Registration 
• Ribbon Judging Chair 
• Ribbon Judging 
• Ribbon Judging Photography Runner 
• Preview Party Coordinator 
• Preview Party Set Up 
• Preview Party Admissions 

 

• Preview Party Serving/Clean Up 
• Hospitality Coordinator 
• Admissions 
• Hospitality 
• Jack or Jill of all Trades 
• Membership Table 
• Plant Hotel 
• Security 
• AOS Judging Photography Runner 
• Clear out Tents  
• Tear Down (Tents) 
• Tear Down 

Most of these listed positions need multiple volunteers. To volunteer for the different positions 
please contact Giulia whose email is  giuliacomin@yahoo.com  or contact the 
vos_secretary@outlook.com. We appreciate your help, as always, in making our show a success. 
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March 20th is the Preview Night and tickets will be available at this month’s meeting. This show 
promises to be one of the most exciting. We have vendors coming from Brazil, Japan, Malaysia, 
Thailand, Ecuador, Taiwan, and Canada. The orchids that will be available gives us a rare opportunity 
to purchase unique and unusual orchids rarely seen in Canada. Should you wish to preorder visit our 
Vancouver Orchid Society website. Looking forward to seeing you there. 
 
Evelyn Nash  
President 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
MINUTES Of the January 22, 2020 Monthly Meeting 
TREASURER’S REPORT - Our chequing account stands at $5578.13. A few vendors for our show have 
yet to pay for their tables. 
 
We will be able to process credit and debit cards for admissions at our show 
 
UPCOMING SHOWS - The CVIOS show is quickly approaching and we are in need of volunteers to set 
up and and take down our display. Evelyn and Ingrid will be receiving plants at their homes to be taken. 
If you are unable to drop your plants off, Ingrid may be able to pick them up on Tuesday January 28th. 
 
Our show will take place March 20-22 and we need volunteers. More security positions will be added 
as a seed pod was stolen from a display plant last year 
 
All of our vendors for the show are confirmed: Ching Hua, Ecuagenera, Forest View, Paramount, Ten 
Shin, Tropical Gardens and Wilgro along with four new vendors Bela Vista, Hachinohi, NT and Tropical 
Exotique 
 
Daniel is taking care of all the new vendors and Ching Hua. Please send questions or feedback to him at 
dkwok3580@gmail.com 
 
Eugene will be taking care of Ecuagenera. He has negotiated a deal wherein VOS members get a 10% 
discount when ordering 5 or more plants. Email orders to eugene.banziger@gmail.com 
 
CULTURE CLASS - Lori Barrington will be presenting February’s Culture Class on growing 
Paphiopedilums 
 
OTHER ITEMS - Please send any orchid photos you’d like to share to Wayne Riggs 
wayne.riggs66@gmail.com for inclusion in the newsletter (by the 10th of the month) for inclusion in 
that month’s newsletter and to VOS_secretary@outlook.com to be shared on social media 
 
GardenWorks will be hosting its annual orchid event and we need volunteers to give presentations of 
orchid care and repotting. 
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Evelyn is approaching the end of her term as President. Thanks for all of your hard work! Eugene has 
agreed to be a part of the nomination committee to find a new president 
 
Executive and Board of Directors 
 
President – Evelyn Nash  
1st Vice President – Barbara Cable 
2nd Vice President – Ingrid Pike 
Treasurer – Maureen Burke and Erik Nilsen (Co-
Treasurers) 
Secretary – Conor Preston 
Directors: 

- Eugene Banziger 
- Gabrielle Carson 
- Giulia Comin 
- Grant Rampton 
- Keith Willet 
- Andrew Wong 

 

Contributions of photos or articles to 
the newsletter are welcome. 
 
Send to Wayne Riggs: 
wayne.riggs66@gmail.com 
 
The Submission deadline is the 10th of each 
month.  Items received after this date will 
appear in the next newsletter. 
 

 

Victoria Orchid Society 2020 Spring Show & Sale 
Our Lady of Fatima Hall, 4635 Elk Lake Dr., Victoria 

• February 29:  9 am – 5 pm 
•  March 1:  11:30 am – 4 pm 
• AOS Judging is being held on February 29, 2020 at 1:00 PM. 

 
**We will need your plants for the VOS display.  Remember to stake developing spikes 
and remove any dead/discolored leaves to have them ready to exhibit. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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2020 VOS Annual Show and Sale 
VanDusen Botanical Garden, Floral Hall, 5251 Oak St, 
Vancouver, B.C 
 
Show Schedule: 
Friday, March 20 

• 9 am – 1 pm; Plant registration 
• 10 am – 2:30 pm; Display setup 
• 2:30 pm – 6 pm; Ribbon judging 
• 7 pm; Preview Party, Private function (Ticketed Event) 

Saturday, March 21 
• 9 am – 5 pm; Show and sale open to public 
• 1 pm; AOS judging 

Sunday, March 22 
• 10 am – 5 pm; Show and sale open to public 
• 5pm – Show teardown 

 
• Preview tickets available at the February 26 meeting and the March Culture Class 

or email Conor to reserve tickets and pay when picked up at the door: 
VOS_Secretary@outlook.com 

 
Check out the VOS Website for a list of vendors and pre-order opportunities – some 
pre-order deadlines are fast approaching so order soon! 
 
http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/?page_id=522 
 
Please volunteer to bring plants for the VOS display and to fill many of the 
positions listed in the President Message.  We need your help to host a 
successful show. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:VOS_Secretary@outlook.com
http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/?page_id=522


 

6 
 

VOS Monthly Show Table Awards – January 22, 2020 

 
Coelogyne Unchained Melody – Plant Culture 
Exhibitor:  Eugene Banziger 

 
Lycaste Red Jewel – Flower quality & Members 
Choice 
Exhibitor:  Daniel Kwok 
 
Show Table Judges: 

• Gregory Cukrov 
• Daniel Kwok 
• Margaret Prat 
• Peter Zhao 

 
 
 

 
Paph John Doven x Winston Churchill – Flower 
size and substance 
Exhibitor:  Eugene Banziger 
 

 
Clowesia Rebeca Northern – Flower quality & 
fragrance 
Exhibitor:  Gabrielle Carson 
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Paph bellatulum – Flower color 
Exhibitor:  Sandy Larson 
 
 
 

 
Paph – No Identification – Flower quality 
Exhibitor:  Vivien Chung 
 
 
Photographers: 

• Maureen Burke 
• Collis Wilson 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Paph lowii x stonei – Flower quality 
Exhibitor:  Peter Zhao 
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Basket of hybrid Australian Dendrobiums – Plant 
Collection 
Exhibitor:  Richard Pearson 
 

• Den Tosca ‘Shiraz Ice’ 
• Den Aussie Parade ‘Carrot Splash’ x 

speciosum ‘Windemere’ HCC/AOS 
• Den Warrambool ‘Red Lip’ HCC/AOS 

(butter yellow with red marks) 
 

 
 

 
Den Golden Nugget ‘Helen’ x speciosum 
curvicaule – Plant culture 
Exhibitor:  Richard Pearson 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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AOS - Western Canada Judging Center Photos 
AOS Western Canada Judging Center Awards – January 11, 2020 
 

 
 

 
Cattleya (Jungle Jewel x Beau’s Apricot 
Gem) HCC/AOS  78pts 
Exhibitor:  Daniel Kwok 

 

 

 
Cymbidium Wong Tak Fai ‘Billy’  AM/AOS  80pts 
(Cymbidium parishii x Cymbidium mastersii) 
Exhibitor:  Calvin Wong | Tropical Gardens Orchids 
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Liparis parviflora ‘Tropical Gardens Orchids’ 
CBR/AOS 
Exhibitor:  Calvin Wong | Tropical Gardens 
Orchids 
 
Judges in attendance: 
Monica De Wit 
Abu Salleh 
Calvin Wong 
Ryan Young 
Stanley Luk (Associate) 
 
Photographer: 
Judith Higham 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations VOS Members 
Calvin and Daniel on your AOS 
Awards 
 
**Cymbidium Wong Tak Fai ‘Billy’ 
was also chosen as the Grand 
Champion in the CVIOS Show! 
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AOS - Western Canada Judging Center Awards – January 31, 
2020 

 
 
 
 

 
Masdevallia wendlandiana ‘Thanks Chuck’ CCM/AOS  82pts 
Exhibitor:  Alexey Tretyakov 

 

 
Dendrobium Nora Tokunaga 
‘Paramount’s Valerie & Gabychat’ 
HCC/AOS  76pts 
(Dendrobium atroviolaceum x 
Dendrobium rhodostictum) 
Exhibitor:  Paramount Orchids 
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Show Trophy ‘Orchids From Afar’ ST/AOS  83pts 
Exhibitor:  Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society 
 

 
 
Photographers: 
Judith Higham 
Ed Higham 
 
Judges in attendance: 
David Edgley 
Poul Hansen 
Ben Rostron 
Abu Salleh 
Deborah Ward 
Calvin Wong 
Ryan Young 
John Taylor (Associate) 
Lloyd Gilmore (Student) 
Sasha Kubicek (Student) 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Preparing Your Plant(s) for Show Exhibit 
Abstracted and revised from The St. Augustine Orchid Society. 

Groom Your Plant. 
Trim dead areas from leaves if possible, with a single edged razor blade, but not too early or edges will 
brown. When cutting tips of leaves, be sure your cut follows the basic shape of the natural leaf ending. 
Clean the pseudobulbs and leaves (water helps to soften the dry papery covering (cataphyll) around 
mature pseudobulbs so that you can gently rub it off). Remove trash, debris, dead leaves or stems and 
weeds from the pot. 
 
Clean the leaves with a mildly acidic solution like white vinegar, lemon juice, Sprite, or 7 Up to remove 
calcium build up or other spotting. Do not use commercial spray to shine the leaves, it is not good for 
the plant. 

Carefully inspect plant for pests and if any are found remove them with alcohol and a Q tip. If there is a 
bad infestation, do not bring the plant to the show. Inspect the flowers for thrips and other damage. If 
a flower is marred by the spots of Botrytis fungus it is better to leave the plant at home. 
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Carefully stake the inflorescence if this will help present the flowers to their best advantage. If you can 
plan ahead of time it is best to train the inflorescence as it emerges and is soft, a mature inflorescence 
is hardened off and can break easily. 

Water each plant thoroughly before bringing to the show. 

Identify Your Plant. 
Make sure your plant is properly labeled. Complete the plant registration form and be sure to keep a 
copy for yourself. Provide the registration form to the registration clerk who will register your plants 
for exhibit in either an individual or society display. 
 
You should mark pots with your initials/name near the bottom or underside of the pot. Bury the plant 
tag/label in the pot so it is not visible above the potting medium but is there for your future use. 

Getting Your Plant to the Show. 
If you are not going to participate in setting up the exhibit, arrangements will be made to transport 
your plant to the show. Place each plant carefully in a large box or container for transport. To keep the 
plants from moving around and sustaining damage you can put crumpled newspaper or other 
materials around the pots. Some people use cotton batting, florists’ shred or other material to protect 
the flowers and inflorescences from damage. If the plant is in a plastic pot, drop it into a clay pot for 
stability. 
 

Biography - Tom Mirenda 
Tom Mirenda has been cultivating plants since his early childhood and lives to create beauty 

with plants in botanic garden settings for more than half of his adult life. Originally trained as a Marine 
Biologist, Tom moved to Hawaii in his early 20s to pursue a MB career and worked on the trophic 
relationships of denizens of coral reefs in the Northwest Hawaiian Islands (Midway and French Frigate 
Shoals). There he realized he was better suited to horticultural pursuits and took positions at New York 
Botanical Garden, Brooklyn Botanical Garden and at the incredible Greentree Estate in Long Island 
where he cared for a first-class orchid collection. During this time, Tom also was the floor manager of 
the legendary New York International Orchid Show. Eventually Tom accepted the Orchid Collection 
Specialist Position at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC, where he cultivated and curated a 
huge diverse orchid collection for the past 17 years. The collection was used to create massive 4 to 5 
month long educational orchid exhibits displayed to literally millions of visitors each year. 

For the past 14 years Tom has contributed 2 monthly columns for the ORCHIDS magazine and 
the Bulletin of the American Orchid Society, and has developed an international following as a writer, 
speaker, and advocate for orchid conservation around the world. Last year Tom co-authored The Book 
of Orchids with two scientists from Kew and has done speaking tours in the British Isles for the last 
three summers. He has also presented at the last 3 World Orchid Conferences and several IOCC and 
AOCs on Conservation topics. Tom was a founding member of the North American Orchid Conservation 
Center and continues his support of orchids conservation there and around the world. 

Last fall, Tom took a major gamble and left the security of his job with the Smithsonian to take a 
leadership position at the Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden, an exceptionally beautiful jewel on the 
lush Hamakua coast just north of Hilo on the Big Island (aka the Orchid Island!). What Tom found there 
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was an Orchid Paradise where myriad spectacular orchids of all types, both lowland and montane 
species and hybrids seem to thrive, simply planted in the trees, placing them thoughtfully in the 
landscape. Ultimately, he believes that the concept of growing orchids in garden settings to be a viable 
model world-wide for orchid conservation and encourages the ex-situ cultivation of orchids by diverse 
stakeholders in the orchid community. He also believes that it is only with the cooperation of botanical 
garden professionals, commercial growers, academic and committed orchid collectors, and backyard 
growers that orchids will survive the vicissitudes of climate change. 
_______________________________________________________________ 
The following American Orchid Society link provides access to 
seasonal and general growing and orchid care information. 
 
http://www.aos.org/orchids/seasonal-orchid-care.aspx 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Social Media: 

Instagram 
VOS member Conor Preston has established an Instagram account to generate public interest in 
growing orchids.  Please visit:  https://www.instagram.com/vancouverorchidsociety/ 
If you would like to post photos of your flowering orchids, please get in touch with Conor at:  
conorpreston88@gmail.com 
 
WhatsApp – VOS chatroom 
Daniel Kwok has established Chatrooms for VOS members to post photos of their orchids, ask 
questions about plant health or growing tips.  It is a great forum to learn from others and to share your 
plant photos and growing conditions. 
 
We would like to encourage new VOS members, and current members who have not joined the VOS 
chatroom, to get in touch with Daniel at: dkwok3580@gmail.com  (Tel: 604 805-3866) to be added. 
 
Facebook 
You can also follow us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/VancouverOrchidSociety/ 
 

Facebook/Instagram - Photos of your orchids needed 
Photos of your flowering orchids (and very basic information on growing conditions) are needed for the 
VOS Facebook Page and Instagram.  This is a great way to promote our love of orchids not only to other 
growers, but to the public. 

• Please send your photos to Jennifer Pell/Conor Preston at:  VOS_secretary@outlook.com 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/seasonal-orchid-care.aspx
https://www.instagram.com/vancouverorchidsociety/
mailto:conorpreston88@gmail.com
mailto:dkwok3580@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/VancouverOrchidSociety/
mailto:VOS_secretary@outlook.com

