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Announcements: 

Speaker Series:  8:30-9:30 Floral Hall, VanDusen Gardens 

March 25: Calvin Wong will present on The 2015 Tokyo Dome Show. Calvin will share the 
stunning displays he encountered in February. 
April 22: Alexey Tretyakov—Key Factors for Successful Growing on a Windowsill, Under 
Lights or in a Greenhouse 
May 27: Patricia Harding, Topic to be announced 
June 24: Roy Tokunaga from H&R (Hawaii), Topic to be announced, please note there  
will be pre-orders for H&R - details to be announced. 
 
 

Culture Class, held in the Cedar room, VanDusen Gardens from 6:30 to 8: 30 pm, all orchid 
related questions welcome - culture class is a members’ only benefit 
April 13 - Bringing your orchids outside for fresh air and sunshine - led by Margaret Prat 
May 11 - What is that pest in my orchid? -led by Grant Rampton 
June 8 - Orchids for small spaces and balconies: Choices and management 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
April 11: PNWJC judging will be at the Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society show!  
Normally, the Pacific Northwest Judging Center (PNWJC) meets every 2nd Saturday of the 
month at Sea Island Community Center, 7140 Miller Road, Richmond, B.C. at noon. Everyone 
is welcome to bring their orchids for consideration by the American Orchid Society judges. 
Why attend? This is an opportunity to see more orchids, and many orchids of award quality. 
Small, friendly atmosphere. 
 

Upcoming Shows & Sales 
March 28-29, 2015 
Vancouver Orchid Society Show and Sale 
Floral Hall, VanDusen Gardens, 5251 Oak Street, Vancouver 
Preview night March 27 at 7pm  
(pre-ordered tickets for Preview night) 
Saturday March 28: 9 am to 5 pm 
Sunday March 29: 10 am to 4 pm 
April 11-12, 2015 
Central Vancouver Island Orchid Society Show 
Nanaimo North Town Centre (formerly Rutherford Mall) 
Regular mall hours 
 
Preview party tickets! 
The Vancouver Orchid Society preview party will be held on Friday 
March 27 from 7-10 pm. Preview party tickets are $15 each and in-
clude appetizers, one drink, and, of course, to opportunity to shop 
with our vendors. Tickets are available from Margaret Prat at 
<margprat@gmail.com>. Tickets will be available at the Wednesday 
March 25th meeting. 

Monthly General Meetings: 4th Wednes-

day of each month (except July, August 

& December) at Van Dusen Floral Hall 

Doors Open 6:30pm, Meeting starts at 

7:30pm 
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Message from the Past President: 

Dear Orchid aficionados, 

 

I am sitting looking out at the beautiful sunshine - such a welcome change from our winter rains! We are the beginning 

of March, and the orchids certainly feel the change—they are growing, and showing signs of life. I discovered that my 

pleiones hanging out in the garage (no water all winter) were throwing up their flowers, so I brought them into more 

light, and I am spritzing them (need to go slow on the watering). I still have a Catasetum hanging out in the garage, but 

surely it will show signs of life soon.  

 

This is the time to think of repotting your orchids that have either poor media, and/or have outgrown their pots. This is 

also the time to think about whether the fuller sun (higher in the sky) will harm any orchids that like less light, and hav-

ing been doing OK during the winter. And now that I know how much a dirty window can cut down on light, I am busily 

cleaning my windows (my Dutch heritage is finally showing!). 

 

As I write this, I am preparing also for tonight’s culture class which is also about repotting - hopefully there will be lots 

of information shared about good potting practices, and about the subtle art of finding the right mix for your particular 

conditions and watering habits. I have prepared a wonderful chart that I hope to share with many members tonight. 

 

At this time of year when renewal is in the air, we have to start to broach the topic of next year’s executive. I am Past 

President, but I have been doing quasi President like duties since September. I appreciate that everyone has given me a 

vote of confidence, but I confess that after 4 years (2 as “quasi” and 2 as “President” of which 2 years “not really the 

show chair” ), I no longer find the same enthusiasm as when I first started volunteering more extensively upon my re-

tirement in June 2011. I am also going to be absent for extended periods of time next year, hence fulfilling any execu-

tive position is not possible. The search will be on for a kind soul who wants to lead the Society. A nominations com-

mittee will soon be announced. 

 

I must say that I am heartened by the enthusiasm of our new members and I hope the Society remains vibrant under 

new leadership. 

 

And ...I am still looking for a volunteer for the August sale in 2015. 

 

Don’t forget, we have a show very soon, and we need all the volunteers possible. Pre-

view party tickets are available from myself, see the announcement further in the 

Newsletter. 

 

Orchidly yours, 

Margaret Prat 

Past President 

O
d
o
n
to
c
id
iy
m



Volume 5, Issue 6 ORCHIFLORA Page 3

 

Executive/Board of Directors 

President : vacant 

1st VP: Eugene Banziger 

2nd VP: Ryan Young 

Secretary: Barbara Cable 

Treasurer: Judy Buttress 

Past President: Margaret Prat 

Director 1 : Calvin Wong 

Director 2 : Jennifer Fabre 

Director 3 : Keith Willett 

Director 4 : Grant Rampton 

Director 5 : Ray Sword 

Director 6 : Patrick Milligen 

Volunteer/Committees 

Membership Committee: Grant Rampton, 

Keith Willett, & Jennifer Fabre 

Prize Draws: Margaret Elvidge 

Kitchen: Marilyn Lew & Maureen Burke 

BCCoGC Rep: vacant 

Library: Shohreh Alimoradi  

COC/AOS Rep: Calvin Wong 

Web Master: Terry Poree 

Mailing Address:  

PO BOX 42025, Marpole PRO,  

Vancouver, BC, V6P 6S6 

Newsletter: Holly Martin 

Please send your contributions to: 

neesabelle@hotmail.com 

www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca 

Article/Photo Submission Deadline:  

The 10th of each month. Anything sub-

mitted after the 10th will appear in the 

newsletter of the following month. 

If any member has photos of their plants that they 

would like to submit for the Members’ Showcase in 

our newsletter, please email them, along with the 

plant name and any culture details or plant infor-

mation you would like to share, to Holly Martin at:  

neesabelle@hotmail.com 

Vancouver Orchid Society  

Annual Show and Sale 

Preview party tickets will be for sale at the February and March meetings. 

Ticket are $15, which includes a beverage and appies 

Preview party on Friday March 27 from 7 pm to 10 pm 
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Pacific Northwest Judging Center (PNWJC) meets every 2nd Saturday of the month at Sea Island Com-

munity Center, 7140 Miller road, Richmond, B.C. at noon. Everyone is welcome to bring in their orchids 

for consideration by the American Orchid Society Judges. Why attend? This an opportunity to see more 

orchids, and many orchids of award quality. The judging center serves the provinces of Western Canada, 

and orchids are brought in from far and wide. You will learn about how an orchid is evaluated for an 

award. Small, friendly atmosphere. If you love orchids, this is one more opportunity to indulge. 

In April, the judging will be held in conjunction with the Central Vancouver Island Orchid 

Calling All Volunteers!! 

Our Annual Show is fast approaching, and volunteers will be needed for the following tasks.  

Show set up: on Friday March 27, you would have to be there early to set up tables, chairs, cover tables 

with tablecloths, etc. so that the Display and Sales area is ready for those setting up displays or selling plants, 

which they begin to do at 10 am 

Show tear down: at 4 pm, Sunday March 29, we always need help to take everything down, and clean up. 

The bulk of teardown occurs within the first hour 

Admissions: taking monies from the public and welcoming them to our show (usually 2 people at the desk 

at any one time) 

Security: watching that people do not touch the orchids or otherwise disturb our displays; often this role is 

combined with answering questions from the public 

Membership: explaining the purpose of the Society, and to sign up new members  

Plant hotel: babysitting orchids that people have bought, before they go back into the Display area  

Preview night: help needed to take people's tickets, and to help with food/beverage service 

 

You can also volunteer for "where I am most needed" if you feel you can handle just about any task! If you’re 

able to help out, please email Jennifer Pell at: jennifer.pell@gmail.com  

mailto:jennifer.pell@gmail.com
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Members’ Showcase:  

Carla Bischoff 

Angraecum hybrid: Carla advised that she originally intended to bring this plant to our last meeting but it 

was no longer in top shape. Fortunately for us, she managed to get some lovely photos of the plant while 

the flowers were in their prime. 
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Members’ Showcase:  

Carla Bischoff 

It’s that time of year when the first shoots of the hardy orchid species 

start to sprout from the ground. Carla & Bill came across these wel-

come messengers of spring about a short while ago. They are Cypripe-

dium formosanum and should be in bloom within the next few 

weeks.  Carla also found some other signs of spring in her gardens. 

Her Cyclamen Coum species have begun their blooming cycle. See 

photos below, taken by Carla: 
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All Photographs by:           

Judith E. Higham 

If you would like a picture of 

your plant, please email Judy 

and she will gladly email you 

the file  

Higham@shaw.ca 

Monthly Show Table 

25 February 2015 

LaelioCattleya Secret Love 
 
Exhibitor Melanie Gallacher 

BrassoLaelioCattleya Greenwich 'Elmhurst' 
 
Exhibitor Melanie Gallacher 

Phragmipedium Eric Young 
 
Exhibitor unknown 

Cattleya Intermedia var. orlata 'Rio' 
 
Exhibitor Margaret Prat 

Paphiopedilum Fanaticum 
 
Exhibitor Melanie Gallacher 
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Monthly Show Table 

25 February 2015 (cont’d) 

Every month show off your 

Orchids at our meeting! 

If you would like to volunteer 

on the monthly judging 

team, just ask ! 

Phragmipedium longifolium 'Gracile'  
 
Exhibitor Margaret Prat 

Paphiopedilum malipoense 
 
Exhibitor Margaret Prat 

Odontioda Perrytrise 
 
Exhibitor unknown 

Flash news:  

Nominations committee: Margaret Prat, Don Harquail, Marina Lok - they will be talking to members 

to fill the spots on the executive for the upcoming elections in June 2015 for the fiscal year of 2015-

2016. If you are interested in being on the executive, please give your name to any of the above.  
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Pacific Northwest Judging Centre 

Monthly Judging—14 February 2015 

Paphiopedilum Mack Imp ‘Dark Angel’            AM/AOS  81pts  
(Paph. Macabre x Paph. Impulse)  
Exhibitor:  Ingrid Ostrander 

Restrepia guttulata ‘Marsh Hollow’                         AM/AOS  81pts  
Exhibitor:  Yolanda Breck 

Judges in attendance: 

Poul Hansen    Ingrid Ostrander  

Abu Salleh    Deborah Ward  

Betty Berthiaume   Russ Volker 

Bev Hansen (student)  Ryan Young (student) 

 

Photographer: 

 Judith Higham 

Lost at culture class, March 9:  

Silver pen with black cover, with a little flashlight at the end. Monica Stefansson who attended culture class 

lost this pen, which was given to her by a good friend. If this pen found its way into your collection, please 

contact Monica <monica.s@telus.net> 
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VANCOUVER ORCHID SOCIETY 

VAN DUSEN FLORAL HALL 

MINUTES 

February 25, 2015 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm and chaired by Margaret Prat. 

 

Margaret welcomed 1 new member. 

 

Membership Report 

Membership Renewal is going well.  The new name tags can be ordered at the membership desk.  There was a 

reminder that if you wear your name tag you get a free ticket at the raffle table. 

Treasurer's Report 

 GIC   $17,542.81 

 Bank   $  8,578.67 

Culture Class 

March 9 will be our annual repotting session. 

Please remember – Culture Class is for Members Only. 

Speakers 

Calvin is in Tokyo for the big Orchid show there.  He will be our featured speaker for March and will tell us all 

about it at that time. 

GardenWorks 

Our presentations went over well and we owe many thanks to Jennifer Pell for arranging it and all the volun-

teers that helped out. 

Victoria Show 

Margaret Prat and Judy Buttress will be taking our contribution over to Victoria.  They need plants!  As they 

will be taking the 6:00 am ferry Friday morning, they will need your plants delivered to Margaret's place 

Thursday evening. 

 

VOS Show & Sale March 28 & 29 

The Preview Party is March 27 and the tickets are $15.00 each.  This includes 1 drink, appetizers & 1st dibs on 

the plants for sale. 

Sunday March 29 the show will be open from 8:30 to 10:00 am for photographers only.  This is not an adver-

tised event so tell your friends that are serious photographers. 

 

As always, we need volunteers.  Margaret pointed out that it takes an Orchid Village to put on a show. 

On the front table you will find: 

 

1.  The Volunteer sheets  Please sign up for as many shifts as you can comfortably manage. 

2.  Sponsor sheets for the Awards.  These are $20 per category. Please sign up. 

3.  Posters and $1 off coupons. Please pick up some to distribute in your area. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm and we the learned how AOS Judging is done. 

 

Many thanks to those members who  contributed to the raffle table.   
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What’s in bloom at the Muttart March 2015 

Bulbophyllum pulchellum 13186B shot 1 

Commonly known as the Charming Bulbophyllum, this species is from the Malaysia peninsula and Thailand. This species requires a 
pot or basket, hot temperatures, partial shade, and ample water and fertilizer to grow well 

This specimen has been in the collection and long time and is grown in hot house (min of 20 at night) on shade side of the green-
house 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dendrochilium wenzellii 12587A shot 1 

This genera contains approximately 282 epiphytic and lithophytic species  

This specimen is named after Mr Wenzell, an orchid collector in the early 1900's is a small to medium sized, warm growing Philip-
pine epiphytic species occurring in forests at elevations of 300 to 1000 meters  

It is not known when this specimen was acquired by the OSPF, it is grown in hot house (min of 20 at night) on shade side 
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Dracula simia 11137A shot 1 

The Dracula genus is made up of 136 spread through all of Andean America including the cordillera in Central America. They are 
epiphytes and are found at higher elevations so most are cool if not cold growers. Common Name or Meaning of the Genus refers 
to the flowers being reminiscent of a dragons mouth 

Dracula simia more commonly known as The Monkey-Like Dracula, is from southeastern Ecuadorian and Peruvian cloud forests 
from elevations of 1000 to 2000 meters. This plant was part of the original collection donated by Lorne Stuart in 1991 and is grown 
in our intermediate (16 ay night) on the shade side of the greenhouse, with high humidity, good air circulation. Additional shading 
is provided in the summer 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jummellea angustifolia 11159A shot 1 

The Jumellea genus is made up of 63epiphytic or lithophytic or occasionally terrestrial species from the Islands of Madagascar, 
Comoros and Mascarene and two species from the East African mainland that are similar culturally to Angraecum. In Victorian 
times the leaves of Jumellea fragrans were used to brew a tea like beverage called 'Faham Tea'. Their range is from sealevel up to 
2000 meters in open forests. They have short or relatively long stems with leaves either arranged along the stem or held in a fan 
shape.  

Jummellea angustifolia icommonly known as The Narrow Leaf Jumellea is found in north central Madagascar in lichen forests at 
elevations around 1400 to 2000 meters as a small to medium sized, cool growing terrestrial orchid  

This plant was donated by Craig Cowie in 2005, and is kept on the hot house (minimum of 20 degrees at night) on the shade side of 
greenhouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: 
Orchidwiz 
Orchidspecies.com 
All photographs by OSPF (Dave Nixon) 
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Write-up on March 9th Culture Class - repotting class led by Margaret Prat and 
Grant Rampton.  

Members in attendance at our annual repotting class expressed that they learned a 
great deal at our most recent potting class held in the Cedar room at VanDusen. A multi-
tude of questions were answered, and lots of advice given to those who attended. Grant 
Rampton expertly demonstrated his technique for repotting (everyone learned some-
thing!) and many members left with a freshly repotted orchid. Come join us at culture 
class! (Members only) 

Romi Truniger and Joyce Taivainen wanted to share with us some photos of the St. Croix 

Orchid Show—First In Show winner, this beautiful Cattleya Mount Hood. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

March 2015 

Date Event 

March 9 Culture Class—Repotting Your Orchids 

March 14 BC Garden Clubs Annual AGM—2015 

March 14—15 Victoria Orchid Society Annual Show (including PNWJC Monthly Judging on the 14th) 

March 20—22 Manitoba Orchid Society Annual Show 

March 21—22 London Orchid Society Annual Show 

March 25 Monthly Meeting—Speaker: Calvin Wong will present on The 2015 Tokyo Dome Show 

March 28—29 (preshow March 27) Vancouver Orchid Society Annual Show & Sale 

March 27—29 The Canadian Orchid Congress AGM (hosted by the Saskatchewan Orchid Society) 

March 28—29 Les Orchidophiles de Quebec Annual Orchidexpo 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

April 2015 

Date Event 

April 11—12 Central Vancouver Island Annual Show (including PNWJC Monthly Judging on the 11th) 

April 11—12 Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show 

April 13 Culture Class—Bringing your orchids outside for fresh air and sunshine - led by Margaret Prat 

April 17—19 Orchid Society of Alberta—Orchid Fair 2015 

April 18—19 Ottawa Orchid Society Annual Show 

April 22 Monthly Meeting—Speaker: Alexey Tretyakov—Key Factors for Successful Growing on a Windowsill, Under Lights or in a Greenhouse 

April 29—May 3 AOS Spring Meetings—hosted by Portland Orchid Society & Cherry City Orchid Society 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

May 2015 

Date Event 

April 29—May 3 AOS Spring Meetings—hosted by Portland Orchid Society & Cherry City Orchid Society 

May 9 PNWJC—Monthly Judging 

May 11 Culture Class—What is that pest in my orchid? -led by Grant Rampton 

May 27 Monthly Meeting—Speaker: Patricia Harding—Topic TBA 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

June 2015 

Date Event 

June 8 Culture Class—Orchids for small spaces and balconies: Choices and management 

June 13 PNWJC—Monthly Judging 

June 24 Monthly Meeting—Speaker: Roy Tokunaga from H&R (Hawaii), Topic to be announced, please note there 
will be pre-orders for H&R - details to be announced. 


